
  

St John’s & Emmanuel Churches, Woking 

Sermon-based small groups 
A Guide for church members not yet in a group! 

October 2012 onwards 

Background 
There is an extensive and longstanding system of small groups meeting in homes. 
Currently about 50% of the church membership are members of the groups. The 
majority of groups meet on Wednesday evenings, but some on other evenings or 
afternoons.  

The clergy have been reviewing how we can encourage a far higher proportion of 
the membership to be actively committed to a small group. Because we see this as 
so important our goal is to have 80% of the church’s membership attend a small 
group in any given week. The results have been presented to the existing groups. As 
a result, most of the groups are adopting the general model, though some will 
initially continue meeting fortnightly. 

We see the goal of our small groups to be one of giving us the opportunity to make 
significant, Christian relationships. In other words, we want every single member to 
feel part of the church family. 

What are the key elements of our new model of small groups? 
 Most will meet weekly, in the evening, for three 10-week terms p.a.; 

 The study will be linked to the previous Sunday’s sermon, which can be listened 
to online if you miss it. You are encouraged to make notes on the weekly 
Newsletter; this will help you learn and remember so it will be easier to 
contribute to the group that week.  

 Each member will be given some homework (if that word scares you, replace it 
with another, lower stress word such as ‘chocolate’!!). This will consist of 2 or 3 
simple questions to consider so you come with something to contribute. It will 
take only 10-15 minutes a week. 

 It will provide a great opportunity to respond to the sermon, particularly 
through considering its application to our everyday lives as Christians; 

 A group’s maximum size will be between 10 and 14. The more couples, the 
higher the limit, but these are guidelines, not laws! 

 Easy join; easy leave. When you decide to join a group, at the start of a term, 
we ask you to commit to three meetings, to give it a proper trial, and then 
decide either to withdraw or commit to the rest of that term. At the end of 



  
every term, all members will complete a simple assessment form, including 
saying whether they wish to continue next term, try another group or take a 
term’s break. You won’t be made to feel awkward or guilty if you don’t remain 
in their group (and that’s a promise!!!) You may need to try 2 or 3 groups before 
you settle. 

 Many existing groups are full, so new ones are being started under the new 
model. If you’d like to give it a try, please fill in the attached form and put it in 
the ‘Office’ section of the pigeon post on the wall of the welcome area. You may 
also email the information to office@stjohnsworking.org.uk., preferably no later 
than 30th September for this coming term. 

Is a small group for me? 
Yes, if you’re a Christian. If you’re not yet a committed Christian, aren’t sure if you 
are or are very young in the Christian Faith, then Christianity Explored is for you. 
Speak to Pete Matthew. 

A Standard Meeting? 
No two groups are the same and no two weeks, probably! But all will contain the 
following elements: 

1. Drink on arrival, with time to catch up with friends. 

2. Opening prayer for help, illumination and application. 

3. Study & discussion related to last week’s sermon – we suggest 45 mins, and 
never over the hour! 

4. Prayer time, all together or in smaller groups. Praying out loud is gently 
encouraged but entirely optional. As is reading the Bible out loud. 

5. From time to time, each group will organise socials. 

Start date 
We will begin a new sermon series in Ephesians in October, at the same time as 
Christianity Explored begins. So it makes sense to begin the sermon-based groups 
week beginning October 7th, term finishing December 9th. The next term will be on 
Luke’s Gospel, starting January 20th. 

Over to you! 
Tony Cannon, Rob Bennett & Pete Matthew 

Autumn 2012 
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Please contact me about trying a suitable sermon-based small group at St 
John’s/Emmanuel (delete as appropriate). We will arrange for a group leader to 
make contact. 

 

Name:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________________ 

 

   ______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Email:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Evenings you can’t make:___________________________________________ 

 

 


