
Mission Possible
St John's 2/6/2013 @ 10 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Readings: Romans 10v8-17; Luke 10v1-24

I. Introduction

So my boss called me in to his office and said ‘Your client

needs to sign this document within then next 10 days of

he will lose £100,000. So I’m sending you to Spain to get

him to sign it.’

Where is he in Spain?

That’s why we’re sending you – we don’t know where he

is. But you’re the one who did GCSE Spanish. Here’s the

phone number of someone he used to work with.

So I was sent by the boss, with a clear but difficult task,

miles from home, and with no idea of the outcome or

indeed the welcome I would or wouldn’t get.

Just like the 72 disciples in our passage.

A week later I was back, but you’ll have to wait to find out

how it went.

As last Sunday was Bank Holiday, lots of you were away, so

let me recap what was going on in Luke 9.

Jesus, with Peter, James & John, returned from the

Mountain where Jesus had been transfigured.

And when they got back to where the other 9 disciples

were waiting, there was a problem.

Jesus had recently sent the 12 apostles out in pairs to tell

people about the Kingdom of God and had given them,

chapter 9v1, ‘power and authority to drive out all demons

and to cure diseases..’

But seems they’d become rather proud of their power.

So they didn’t rely on Jesus’ divine power, and so

couldn’t deal with a demon-possessed boy.

Jesus called them ‘unbelieving and perverse’, instead of

humbly depending on him, just like a little child.
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And we ended with Luke telling us of three different men

who either offered to follow Jesus or were invited by Jesus

to follow him.

And in each case, Jesus warned them how hard that

would be, following him to betrayal and death.

We don’t get told what decision each of the three men made.

Would they become humble servants, or proud and

half-hearted?

Were they part of the 72?

Luke just leaves it hanging.

Just two points today from our passage.

Firstly, ‘Your task, should you choose to accept it’, v1-16.

And then ‘Your debrief, and Jesus’ response’, in v17-24.
II.‘Your task, should you choose to accept it’ – v1-16

Before we look at Jesus’ team talk, tactics and

commission, does this apply to those of us here today?

Chapter 10v1: ‘After this the Lord appointed seventy-two

others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every

town and place where he was about to go.’

Who were they?

Well, they were ‘others’, so not the Twelve apostles.

When the Twelve were sent out earlier in chapter 9, it was

easy to think that was the job of the leaders.

But now 72 other followers are given the same task.

That’s a bit worrying for those of us who are couch Christians!

Those of us who never speak of following Jesus.

We don’t know how many were following Jesus at this time.

What we do know is that after Jesus had returned to

Heaven, Luke tells us in Acts 1v15 that the total number

of believers, men and women, was about 120.

So it looks like most of the Christians were sent by Jesus.

If women were excluded, it was only for reasons of safety.

Ladies, if you’re a Christian, this is your job too!
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So v1 changes everything for you and me!

It changes from an interesting passage about Christian

leadership to a task that, in various forms, every

Christian is given by Jesus.

To avoid confusion, let me say how the Bible defines a

Christian.

You’re a Christian if you’ve recognised that you have

rebelled against God being God in your life.

And that Jesus was ‘The man who was God’.

And that he died the death that you deserve, so that you

can be forgiven, adopted by God into his family, and

given the Holy Spirit to help you become like Jesus and

serve God and other people.

If you’ve done that, then you’re a Christian.

And you need to consider yourself one of the ‘others’ here.

But even for those of you who aren’t yet Christians, you

need to take this on board.

Because if you decide that Jesus is ‘The man who is God,’

and has died in your place to save you from death and

Hell, becoming a Christian won’t mean keeping your

faith to yourself and sitting on your couch.

And you need to take that into account.

So, St John’s, you’re on Jesus’ team.

Now we can consider Jesus’ team talk, team tactics and

team commission.

First, the team talk, like when the coach gets the British

Lions rugby players together before the Australian match.

But don’t start your British Lions team talk like Jesus did!

v2: ‘He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers

are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out

workers into his harvest field. Go! I am sending you out

like lambs among wolves. Do not take a purse or bag or

sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.’
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Beating the Aussies is huge and there are too few of you.

So email headquarters to send out more players.

But in the meantime, go anyway.

You might be called the ‘Lions’, but playing the Aussies

you’re more like lambs thrown to wolves!

And you’ve none of the resources you think you need!

I’m amazed Jesus found 2, let alone 72!

Christians, your task is to go ahead of Jesus, making him

known amongst any and all you bump into in your life.

So that Jesus can do his work of opening their eyes and

bringing them into his kingdom.

But don’t go it alone – Jesus sends them in pairs.

That means they can pray together, support each other,

feedback, encourage and suggest ways to improve.

And one of the most important jobs for each of us is to pray

for God to send out more workers to make Jesus known.

And we very much need that here at St John’s.

Lots of new people are coming our way, of all ages.

More children and teenagers are coming on Sundays and

in the week.

The doors to our local schools are very open to the gospel.

But many of us are feeling our age.

So pray for God to send more workers, because the fields

here are in may cases ripe for harvest.

And pray that he would send you too, even if that means a

total change of your heart.

But don’t be naïve, Jesus says in v3.

Telling people there’s a king whom the majority of the

world have ignored, can be dangerous work.

So pray for yourselves, those you work alongside doing

gospel work here, and those you support elsewhere.
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And don’t get distracted, end of v4, because telling people

about Jesus is urgent work.

In those days, a greeting on the road could take hours.

He’s not saying don’t smile and say hello in the Co-op!

Just avoid getting distracted from helping your friends,

family and colleagues come to know and love the Lord

Jesus for themselves.

That’s Jesus’ Team Talk; now for his Team tactics.

v5: ‘When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this

house.’ If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on

him; if not, it will return to you. Stay in that house, eating

and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker

deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to

house. When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat

what is set before you. Heal the sick who are there and

tell them, “The kingdom of God is near you.”’

Whenever you enter someone’s house, workspace, social

club, whatever, please don’t say ‘Peace to this house.’

That will only confirm people’s suspicions that Christians

are all nutters!

Jesus means offer peace, and see what response you get.

The only way to real and lasting peace is through knowing

Jesus Christ, finding forgiveness, love, mercy, purpose,

direction and the power to change and make something

of the life God has given you.

Shalom, the Hebrew word for peace, sums all that up.

So it means all sorts of ways of gently offering the gospel

to your friends.

Take every opportunity that comes your way to explain

the hope that’s in you, as the apostle Peter wrote.

And each day ask God to give you opportunities, and the

courage and wisdom to take them.
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But start by loving them as God loves you.

Offer to pray for them in tough times, yes including if they

are sick.

Be generous and hospitable to them.

Help them out in practical ways.

Listen to them and their views, don’t force your views.

If they do show some interest in Christianity, then chat

with them about your relationship with the Lord, what he

means to you, how being a Christian helps you.

Invite them to come to church with you.

Or to your home group in the week.

Ask if they have a Bible to read, and if not buy them one –

a nice one, to show how important it is to you.

And help them read it – perhaps suggest they start with

Luke, as you’re getting to know that book a bit!

There’s countless ways, once you see some interest, of

telling them ‘The Kingdom of God is near you’, v9.

And remember that your home group leaders and the

ministers are available to help when you get stuck.

You’re never alone in Christian ministry!

But in v10 Jesus warns us not to expect universal welcome,

even though ‘the harvest is plentiful’.

Many will reject the good news you try to tell them.

And they may even reject you and your friendship.

They did Jesus, and many more will do also, as he sends

out the 72 and then you and me.

v10: ‘But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go

into its streets and say, “Even the dust of your town that

sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of

this: The kingdom of God is near.” I tell you, it will be

more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.

Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida!
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‘For if the miracles that were performed in you had been

performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented

long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be

more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than

for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the

skies? No, you will go down to the depths.’

These are terrible words of judgement on any who finally

reject God’s loving offer from the cross.

And hear the heartbreak in Jesus’ voice as he says it.

You may need to tell someone you know and love how

foolish and dangerous it is for them to reject Jesus, but do

it with love and with tears in your eyes.

For Jesus, everything was an expression of love, including

when he preached judgement.

Jesus’ Team Talk, Team Tactics and then his Commission.

v16: ‘He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you

rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me.’

Christian, it may sound weird, and don’t let it go to your

head, but Jesus commissions you to speak in his name,

and therefore in the name of God the Father as well.

If that doesn’t make you and me take seriously our

responsibility to make Jesus known, nothing will.

If that doesn’t make us pray for more workers, and for

protection and help for us and them, then nothing will.
III.The debrief, and Jesus’ response – vv17-24

So that is ‘Your task, should you chose to accept it’.

Now, ‘The debrief, and Jesus’ response.’

When I returned to debrief my boss, I was triumphant!

I had the signed document in my hands, a grin as wide as

the door and an ego too big to fit through it.

Everyone in the office had to hear of my triumphant mission.

And to give him credit, my boss was thrilled at my success.
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v17: ‘The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even

the demons submit to us in your name.” He replied, “I saw

Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you

authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to

overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.’

Notice, they don’t say anything about the response to the

message, which is a bit worrying as it was their main task.

But they were excited that they’d cast out demons.

And because they were probably all blokes, there might well

be a jibe at the 9 apostles who had singularly failed to!

It’s not clear whether Jesus means Satan’s downfall during

the mission or his upcoming defeat, when Jesus rises

from the dead, having opened the way back to God.

What is clear is that there is a very real battle going on

between God and Satan.

And as Christians, we can’t avoid getting caught up in it.

But Jesus promises us protection.

The snakes and scorpions apply to Satan and his demons.

So don’t be scared to share the gospel, just stay close to

Jesus in prayer.

But it’s also clear there’s only ever going to be one winner.

Every time a man, woman  or child turns to Jesus and

becomes a Christian, Jesus wins; Satan’s power falls.

When Jesus died on the cross so that you and I can be

forgiven, Jesus wins; Satan’s power falls.

Whenever the Gospel is faithfully preached, in church,

home group, Christianity Explored course, friend’s house

or workplace, Jesus wins; Satan’s power falls.

But there’s a warning here, after the proud and

self-centred responses we’ve just seen in the 12 apostles.

v20: ‘don’t rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but

rejoice that your names are written in heaven.’
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And look at Jesus’ response.

v21: ‘At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit,

said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,

because you have hidden these things from the wise and

learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father,

for this was your good pleasure. All things have been

committed to me by my Father. No-one knows who the

Son is except the Father, and no-one knows who the

Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son

chooses to reveal him.”’

Joy through the Holy Spirit is a very special kind of joy.

It comes to you as a Christian whenever God himself is

full of joy and he shares his joy with you.

And there’s nothing to touch it.

Which is just part of the reason why being a Christian,

sent by Jesus to tell others the good news, is so great!

Joy in the Holy Spirit comes whenever someone shows an

interest in the gospel, doesn’t it?

Whenever someone deals with some sin that’s come

between them and God.

It comes whenever the penny drops and someone gets

something new as they study the Bible.

But it comes most of all whenever a person commits their

life to following Jesus.

In Luke 15v10 Jesus will say this: ‘there is rejoicing in the

presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.’

Who is doing the rejoicing, if it is in front of the angels?

God the Father, Jesus, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

That’s who are doing the rejoicing!

And God wants to share their joy with you, if you will be

sent by Jesus to tells others of him.

Why would you want to miss out on that?
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Jesus is thrilled, v21, whenever the Father reveals himself

to anyone humble enough to listen like a little child.

And just in case you’re feeling the responsibility, he

reminds us that no-one can know who God the Father is

unless Jesus, God the Son, reveals him to them.

So yes, pray for your friends, colleagues and family.

Love them in every way that Jesus would.

Look for chances to tell them of God’s love on offer.

And be ready to explain your Christian hope, the gospel,

whenever you’re asked.

But remember that it is down to Jesus, not you.

You can’t make anyone a Christian, any more than you

can make a new galaxy in God’s universe.
IV.Conclusion

Let me conclude as Jesus does in v23: ‘Then he turned to

his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that

see what you see. For I tell you that many prophets and

kings wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and

to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”’

The Old Testament prophet Isaiah was given a vision of

how great and awesome God is, and of God’s coming

forgiveness and cleansing of his sins.

Someone was needed to be sent as God’s spokesperson.

God said ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?

And Isaiah said, “Here am I. Send me!”’

Christian, God still asks that question to every follower of

Jesus – ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’

Have you said, and if not will you say now, today, “Here

am I. Send me!”
V.Prayer (do business)
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