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If someone asked you why did Jesus come?  What would you say? 

 

Well Jesus wasn’t interested in being renowned as a great teacher or a great healer.  That wasn’t 

what his ministry was about.  Jesus was not about changing people’s lives for this world; Jesus 

was about changing people’s lives for the world to come. 

 

We already know, from chapter 4, Jesus came to preach good news to the spiritually poor.  And 

now, in chapter 5, we see exactly what that message meant.  We see exactly what the true 

purpose of Jesus’ ministry was.  See 5:32:  “I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to 

repentance."  Jesus’ main interest was in calling people to follow him, to have their sins forgiven, 

and be part of his family. 

 

Luke wrote this book so we could be assured of what we believe.  Luke goes to great lengths in 

this chapter to prove that Jesus has the power, the authority and the desire to forgive our sins.  In 

essence this chapter reassures us that Jesus cleanses us from sin so we can follow him. 

 

So, let’s have a look at these four scenes and see how they show us what Jesus’ ministry was all 

about. 

 

1. Jesus calls sinners to follow him (1-11) 

 

Jesus’ teaching was so amazing that great crowds were pushing in on him to hear what he had to 

say.  So, to prevent being crushed Jesus get’s in Peter’s boat and teaches from just off the 

shoreline.  When he finished he got Peter and his mates to go fishing again.   

 

Now just think about this for a moment.  Here is a carpenter, telling a professional fisherman what 

to do.  He’d toiled all night for nothing.  What does this bloke know about fishing?  Jesus’ word had 

such authority Peter did what he was told.   

 

And look what happened.  They took the biggest catch of their lives.  So much that both boats 

were filled to the point of sinking.  You know how fishermen like to exaggerate, a fish that was 

really this long … they claim as being this long….  Well, with this one there was no need for 

boasting.  What a massive, huge catch. 
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In response to this I think my first thought as a professional fisherman would be, “Jesus, do you 

want a job?”  But Peter’s reaction is quite different to that and actually a bit of a surprise.  Look 

from verse 8 again. 

 

NIV Luke 5:8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, 

Lord; I am a sinful man!" 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they 

had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners.  

 

They’d just taken this astonishing catch and Peter’s reaction is to fall to his knees and implore 

Jesus to leave him because he is a sinful man.  It may seem a bit of an odd reaction but it’s 

actually hugely revealing. 

 

Peter is aware that he is a sinner and therefore is unacceptable to God.  He knows that his sin is a 

barrier between himself and God.  He recognises that Jesus has come with God’s authority and 

power.  He knows that if a sinner approaches God then the consequences are severe.  So he 

pleads with Jesus to leave.  Peter thought it was safer for Jesus, who’d just provided him with his 

greatest catch of his life, to leave him alone.  He was a sinner and therefore on dangerous ground. 

 

And Peter’s got it right.  If Jesus is from God, which is obvious from what he said and did, then 

sinful men were right to be afraid.  God cannot accept sin, he must punish it.   

 

Peter is a model for all sinful people, i.e. us, to follow.  We need to recognise our unworthiness 

before God.  We need to know that Jesus has come with God’s authority.  And we need to 

understand that we don’t deserve anything from God.  So Peter is right to be fearful.  But with that 

in mind, Jesus’ words in verse 10 are amazing. 

 

Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men." 11 So they pulled 

their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 

 

“Do not be afraid.”  Peter was right to be scared and Jesus is telling him not to be.  Why?  What 

can this mean?  Wonderfully, miraculously, it means that Peter’s sin is no longer a barrier.  Instead 

of departing, as Peter urges, Jesus calls him to follow him.  What an amazing gift.  You might think 

that the massive catch of fish was a great gift from God.  That’s nothing compared to a sinful man 

being able to follow Jesus. 

 

Here we have Jesus saying to a sinful man.  “Do not be afraid.”  This is an earth-shattering 
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moment in the bible.  A sinner can follow God’s king.  A sinner can therefore be part of God’s 

kingdom. 

 

Jesus calls sinners to follow him; he then goes on to prove he can sort out the problem of their sin. 

 

2. Jesus cleanses people of disease (12-16) 

 

This healing and the next go a long way to show why Peter, a sinful man, need not be afraid.  This 

one is a bit more subtle; the next one is as subtle as a sledgehammer.   

 

In this healing the fact it is a leper is significant.  This is more than just a healing.  This bloke 

wasn’t just ill he was ceremonially, ritually unclean.  He was an outcast, separated from society.  

He wasn’t allowed to be part of the kingdom of Israel.  He was excluded from fellowship with God’s 

people.  It was a condition that meant you were pronounced dead even while you were alive.  It 

was a living death.  

 

This leper falls on his face pleading with Jesus to make him clean.  It’s a remarkable similar scene 

to that of verse 8, when Peter falls on his knees.  The leper doesn’t just ask to be healed, he asks 

to be cleansed.  He wants to be healed, yes of course, but he wants to be made ritually, 

ceremonially clean again.  This is the exact same problem that Peter, a sinful man, had.   

 

Look at the detail in verse 13.  Jesus could have just healed him by saying, “I am willing, be 

clean!”.  But Jesus doesn’t just do that.  He also touches the man.  If someone touched a leper, 

they automatically became unclean, they would have become defiled. 

 

But exactly the opposite happens when Jesus touches the leper.  Jesus touched the physically 

diseased, ritually unclean man, and immediately the leprosy left him.  Jesus completely 

transformed him so that he was cleansed.  He wasn’t an outcast, he was acceptable to society.  

He was welcomed back into the kingdom.  To prove this Jesus told him to go to the temple to 

make a thanksgiving offering.   

 

Again, this extra detail shows that this once unclean outcast is welcomed into the temple.  He’s 

fully part of God’s people once again.  Jesus has utterly cleansed him. 

 

Now, as I said this is the subtler of the 2 miracles that show that Peter a sinful man, and all of us 

sinners, can be acceptable to God.  The next one is a much less subtle. 
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3. Jesus forgives people of sin (17-26) 

 

Again, we’ve got another healing miracle.  This one with a great, dramatic, build up.  This guy on a 

stretcher, his mates carrying him.  They knew if they got him to Jesus, he’d be healed, their 

paralysed friend would walk.  They just needed to get him to Jesus, but those crowds, the crush.  

You may have squeezed one of them in, but not all 4 and carrying a stretcher.  What to do?  Ahh, 

up on the roof, let’s rip up the tiles.  That’s an act of desperate men.  They had to get their friend to 

Jesus.  He could heal him. 

 

You can imagine the reaction of the guys in the house, as dust started falling, and they looked up 

to see these blokes peering over the edge as they lowered their mate into the crowd below.  

People pushed back to allow room for the stretcher to reach the floor.   

 

What faith.  And everyone looked on expecting Jesus to go zap, and heal the man.  They come to 

hear him teach, but also to see a few miracles.  What a story they’d have to tell, these blokes 

ripped up a roof and then Jesus made this paralysed man walk again.  Awesome, you should have 

been there.  But what a shock!  Look from verse 20. 

 

NIV Luke 5:20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven."  

 

What do you think his mates on the roof felt?  They’d gone to such an effort and then Jesus says, 

‘your sins are forgiven.’  But actually this shows what Jesus thought was important.  This shows 

Jesus’ priorities.  This was Jesus sorting out the man’s greater, eternal problem.  Here was a 

sinful, unclean man, in need of forgiveness and cleansing.  And Jesus does exactly that.  “Friend, 

your sins are forgiven.” 

 

Hopefully you can see how mind-blowing this is.  Sin has meant that man had been separated 

from God since Genesis chapter 3.  There Adam sinned and mankind was put out of God’s 

kingdom.  Throughout the rest of human history man had been excluded from that kingdom 

because of his problem with sin.  Now, we have a man saying he can forgive sins.   

 

Jesus coming and being able to forgive sins is a massive, massive moment in human history.  Of 

course the Pharisees recognise this.  They know that only God can forgive sins.  For someone not 

God to claim to do something that only God can do is blasphemy.  The Pharisees are absolutely 



 5 

right.  However, they make one fundamental error.  They think that Jesus isn’t God.  To prove that 

he does have the authority, that he is indeed God, he heals the man.  Look from verse 23. 

 

23 Which is easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? 24 But that you may 

know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...." He said to the paralyzed man, 

"I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home." 25 Immediately he stood up in front of them, took 

what he had been lying on and went home praising God.  

 

To prove that he can forgive sins, he makes the paralysed man walk.  Unsurprisingly, the man 

prised God.  But so did the crowd, they were amazed and filled with awe.  I guess many of them 

would have seen Jesus perform other miracles, but they exclaimed, “We have seen remarkable 

things today.”  What was different?  The difference was that Jesus proved he had the power and 

authority to forgive sins.  This miracle proves that Jesus can forgive sins, and only God can forgive 

sins.  Therefore Jesus must be God. 

 

Now, that Luke has proved that Jesus can cleanse/forgive he goes full circle back to remind us 

why Jesus came. 

 

4. Jesus calls sinners to repentance (27-32) 

 

The Pharisees were shocked that Jesus ate with sinners.  Surely, he should only spend time with 

those who are religious, those who look like they live a good life.  But, Jesus came for sinful men, 

like Peter and Levi: and you, and me.  Jesus came to cleanse those who are excluded from the 

kingdom, like the leper: and you, and me.  Jesus came to forgive sins, like for the paralysed man: 

and you, and me.  And Jesus himself makes his mission clear. 

 

31 Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come 

to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." 

 

Doctors only have a business because people get sick, if everyone was healthy they’d need to get 

a new job.  Likewise sinners need someone to sort out their sin.  Jesus came to call sinners to 

repentance.   

 

Jesus didn’t come to be a great teacher.  Jesus didn’t come to heal people from disease.  Jesus 

came to call sinners to repentance.  And if someone responds to Jesus call with repentance he 

has shown that he has the power and authority to forgive their sins. 
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As we’ve looked through these 4 accounts what difference do they make to us?   

 

If you wouldn’t call yourself a Christian, if you’re still considering the claims of Christ.  I hope this 

passage has helped you see that Jesus does indeed have the power and authority to forgive your 

sins.  Hopefully, you’ve recognised that your sin separates you from God.   

 

If you don’t rely on Jesus to forgive your sins you remain excluded from his kingdom.  Your sin is a 

barrier between you and God and he cannot accept you.  But if you recognise your need for 

forgiveness what a brilliant passage this is for you.  Jesus can forgive you; he has that power and 

authority.  And he will forgive you if you respond to his call with repentance.   

 

But, if you’ve already responded to that call, what does this passage say?  Well, amazingly, we’re 

part of God’s fishing team.  Incredibly Jesus uses us to bring people into his kingdom.  Jesus has 

authority to forgive sins and he uses us to tell people about it.   

 

We need to use our time at work, at home, with our family, and with our friends, to call them to 

repentance.  Now the Bible has a lot to say about how we should do that.  And perhaps the best 

way isn’t to stand on street corners bellowing ‘REPENT!’ into a loud hailer. 

 

We need to work out how we can most effectively fulfil Jesus’ command for us to go out and catch 

men.  Each of us should consider how we can be involved in Jesus’ mission to call sinners to 

repentance.   

 

But whilst doing that, let’s not forget to stop and consider our great Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Jesus is God come to earth as a man to be its eternal king.  Jesus came to earth to forgive sinners 

so they could be part of his kingdom.  If you’re a Christian, you’ve been forgiven by the one person 

who has the power and authority to forgive sins.  Don’t get caught up with the job of being a 

Christian and forget to glory in what Jesus has done for us. 

 

Each day remember you’re a forgiven sinner.  Each day make verse 26 your personal story “I am 

amazed and give praise to God.  I am filled with awe and have seen remarkable things today!  I 

am a forgiven sinner.” 

 

Let’s pray! 

 


