
Jesus can heal - even death!
St John's 10/3/2013 @ 6:30 p.m.

Readings: 1 Kings 17v7-24; Luke 7v1-17

I. Introduction Slide 1

Nicky, our new admin assistant, began work last week.

And so has begun a period of training for her new role.

Her training will take two forms.

Training on how to do certain tasks, such as

programming the new projection software.

And being with Linda, watching and listening and taking

notes, as she runs the place.

You might call it technical and practical training.

Well, Jesus is doing the same with his new trainees, as we

reach chapter 7 of Luke’s gospel.

He spent a night praying about who to offer the 12 posts to.

We had 6 applicants for one post, but we prayed lots too!

Jesus called together all of his disciples, and chose 12,

whom he called apostles.

The word just means someone sent to do something.

They are very raw material!

A long way from the finished article.

But in three years’ time, Jesus will have died, risen from

the dead and returned to Heaven.

And at that point, they will need to be ready.

To be sent on his business.

The first thing he did was some intensive in-house training.

I say ‘in-house’, but really it was out-house, in the fresh air!

We call it the Sermon on the Plain.

We looked at it last week and the week before.

The most world-changing words ever spoken!

If you missed either sermon, catch up online.

Today he moves to on-the-job, practical training.

Listening to him teach what it means to be his follower.

And watching him eagerly, to see what he’s really like.
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So in today’s two well-known events, we’re really going to

see what Christian faith looks like.

And what drives and motivates Jesus.

And what people make of him; how do they respond to him.

Which just has to get us asking ourselves ‘What do I make

of Jesus? How do I respond to him?’

We’re investigating ‘the man who is God’!
II.The Centurion’s servant - v1-10 Slide 2

So, its on-the-job training day 1, and who would you expect

Jesus to want the apostles to meet?

If it was Alan Sugar on ‘The Apprentice’, say, or Alex

Polizzi in ‘The Fixer’?

I’d reckon it would be a Jew, probably an adult bloke, with

loads of Bible knowledge and religious devotion behind him.

And I couldn’t be more wrong!

v1: ‘When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing

of the people, he entered Capernaum.’

That’s his home base from now on, at Peter’s house.

‘There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued

highly, was sick and about to die.’

This is like a mid-ranking German army officer in Paris in

1942, whose personal valet is sick.

No great concern for the oppressed French, I’d imagine!

Now, as a Roman soldier, all he had to do was command

Jesus to appear before him.

But what does he do?

He sends a request!

So he’s not your average conquering soldier, is he?

But more than that, look at v3: ‘The centurion heard of

Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking

him to come and heal his servant.’

That’s impressive people-handling skills, don’t you think.

Real ‘emotional intelligence’, to use the jargon.
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Firstly, that he’s got real friends among the leaders of the

people he is oppressing.

And secondly, that they were willing to go and make a

case for why Jesus should help this foreigner.

Which they do very effectively in v4: ‘This man deserves to

have you do this, because he loves our nation and has

built our synagogue.’

That’s where Jesus preached in chapter 4.

‘So Jesus went with them.’

Which must have gone down a storm with the religious

types, who are already seriously out to get Jesus.

It was bad enough Jesus partying with Levi’s sinful

Jewish friends, back in chapter 5.

But to go into a Gentile’s house meant he’d be ‘ritually

unclean’ and banned from the temple.

Key first lesson for the apostles?

In Jesus’ new kingdom, to quote Galatians 3v28: ‘There’s

neither Jew nor Greek... for you’re all one in Christ Jesus.’

We all need his rescue; and we can all become part of

Jesus’ new community, his church.

Whatever your background, whatever you’ve done,

whoever you are.

Jesus couldn’t make that any clearer than by going off to

the Centurion’s home to heal his foreign servant.

But there must be more for them to learn from this soldier.

Because at v9 Jesus is ‘amazed’ at what happens next.

People are often amazed at Jesus, but this is the only

person who amazes him!

Why?

Are you ready for this, because God wants you and me to

learn from this soldier?

Page 3 of 11

   



v6: ‘He was not far from the house when the centurion sent

friends to say to him: “Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I

don’t deserve to have you come under my roof. That’s

why I didn’t even consider myself worthy to come to you.

But say the word, and my servant will be healed.”

How does he know that?

He explains how: ‘For I myself am a man under authority,

with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go’, and he goes;

and that one, ‘Come’, and he comes. I say to my servant,

‘Do this’, and he does it.”

This soldier ‘gets’ authority!

We had a friend called Steve who was in the Marines.

He told me how they start training raw recruits.

They get them to face the sea, holding their rifles above

their heads, and command them ‘Forward march’.

If any of them stops marching before their head goes

underwater, they are in big trouble.

They have to learn to follow commands, because in

battle, that can be the difference between life and death.

Our centurion ‘gets’ authority.

More to the point, he recognises authority, when he sees it.

And he sees here the authority over life and death itself!

v9: ‘When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and

turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I

haven’t found such great faith even in Israel.”’
The soldier gets a commendation in despatches.

Well, not in his superior officer’s dispatches.

But he does with Jesus.

And that’s more important to him than what anyone else

thinks of him.
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Question is: do you get commendations from Jesus?
Has Jesus, sitting today at the right hand of God the
father, commended you to him?

And is what God thinks of you more important to you than
what anyone else thinks?

Do you see what Luke’s doing?
He said at the start that he wrote ‘so that you may know
the certainty of the things you’ve been taught.’

Here at St John’s, week-by-week, you’re taught things about
God, your need to be saved and how to find eternal life.
Luke, and the Holy Spirit who inspired his writing, wants
you to be certain of the truth of Christianity.

So he’s not telling just about another healing.
In v10, the servant is well, so Jesus does heal the man!

But Luke’s lens is focused not on the healing miracle, but
on the faith of the soldier.
So the issue for me when I was preparing this talk, and
for you hearing it now, is ‘Am I, like that soldier,
someone Jesus commends? And do I even want to be?’

This soldier doesn’t actually show up in Luke’s gospel, yet
he’s the only person ever to amaze Jesus, in a good way.
He’s a great example of what Jesus has been teaching.

Jesus said ‘Blessed are the poor’, meaning the humble.
And this man is that, he is so humble he doesn’t want
Jesus even to bother having to meet him!

The Jewish elders think he’s worthy, but he doesn’t.
Jesus said ‘Blessed are you when men hate you... exclude
you... insult you and reject [you] because of the Son of Man.’
And this man risked all of that.

Jesus said ‘Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you’.
This man did that for the Jews, he produced good fruit.

And this man knew that Jesus spoke with authority.
And makes it clear in v8, without any embarrassment,
that he submits to Jesus’ authority over him.
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And so Jesus commends this man’s faith, his trust, both in

Jesus and Jesus’ words.

At the end of today, when you fall asleep, will Jesus

commend you?

For your faith, your trust in Jesus and his words?

One of my favourite verses in the Bible is Isaiah 66v2 – God

is speaking: ‘This is the one I esteem: he [or she] who is

humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word.’

So most days I pray that God will make me like that,

humble me, make me contrite and teach me to take the

Bible so seriously that I tremble at God’s every word.

Are you up for that?

Will you join me in praying that every day?

Will you make your life goal becoming a man or a woman

whom God esteems?
III.The widow’s son - v11-17 Slide 3

So, its now on-the-job training day 2.

And what does Jesus have in store for his trainee apostles?

What lessons will they have to learn?

He goes to a small town called Nain, about a sponsored

walk distance from Capernaum.

Nain is almost completely insignificant; think Godalming.

The only possible point of interest is that just over the hill

was the town of Shunem.

Oh, you say, well that is significant!

No, bear with me.

It was there that the Old Testament prophet Elisha raised a

dead boy back to life and gave him back to his mum.

Not the kind of event people easily forget.

For goodness sake, people in Woking are still excited that

the aliens in ‘War of the Worlds’ landed in Horsell!

But hold on to that little snippet about the dead boy.
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v12: ‘As he approached the town gate, a dead person was

being carried out - the only son of his mother, and she was

a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her.’

Picture the scene.

The town was walled, and as Jesus and this huge crowd

following him are about to go through the town gate,

they meet a funeral procession coming out.

Burial grounds were always outside the town walls.

v14 mentions the coffin, but they didn’t use boxes like us.

They wrapped the dead body in white linen and laid it on

a stretcher to take to the burial site.

v13: ‘When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and

he said, “Don't cry.”’

Isn’t that great!

He doesn’t know her, but he seems drawn to her suffering.

Back then, a widow would have had to depend on her sons

for her very survival, and she only had one.

And he was dead on the stretcher!

This was a terrible, terrible thing to happen to her.

Don’t you love the fact that Jesus saw her suffering and

‘his heart went out to her’?

This Jesus, really is the man to follow, isn’t he?

He’s the greatest teacher ever.

He can heal any sickness or disability.

He takes on demons, even in huge numbers, and casts

them aside as if they were nothing.

And he handles the religious leaders with cutting ease.

Why wouldn’t you follow such a man?

Especially when, in addition to all of that, he sees a poor,

heartbroken widow and ‘his heart went out to her’.

He’s not putting it on, playing a part, doing the

‘kissing-the-baby’ politician thing.

No, throughout the Bible we find that’s the heart of God.
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So when Moses asked the Lord what he is like, he said:

I’m the ‘compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger,

abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to

thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.’
Exodus 34:6f

That’s just who he is.

If you want to really see into his heart, write down Hosea

chapter 11 and read it when you get home.

Jesus’ heart went out to her in her suffering, because that

is just who he is.

And Jesus’ heart goes out to you and to me when we suffer.

Because that’s just who he is.

Don’t you just love him?

Don’t you want to know him better and better?

Don’t you want all those you love to know him too, ‘the

man who is God’?

But now Jesus does something odd, v13: ‘When the Lord

saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don't cry.”’

For you or me to go up to someone grieving like this, as

they are burying their only child, and say ‘Don’t cry’

would be incredibly inept, not to mention cold and hard.

So is Jesus like that?

Surely not, not when his heart has gone out to her.

No, the reason he tells her not to cry is because in just a

few seconds she will have nothing to cry about.

Remember the beatitudes?

‘Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.’

v14: ‘Then he went up and touched the coffin [the body on

the stretcher], and those carrying it stood still.’

You could cut the atmosphere with a knife.

‘What’s the teacher doing? Touching a dead body makes

you ritually unclean? Doesn’t he know that?’
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But hold on, back in chapter 5 he touched a man with leprosy.
That should have made him unclean as well.
But it went the other way, remember?
Jesus’ cleanness was kind of caught by the man who was
cleansed and healed from his dreadful disease.

There’s something so uniquely powerful, so uniquely
‘clean’, about Jesus that it all works in reverse with him.
So if he’s touching the dead body, and he doesn’t become
unclean by such things, what on earth will happen?

‘He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!”’
Now just pause again for a moment.
Because if this had been you or me doing it, it would have
been a really sick joke.

In the middle of the funeral, saying to the body ‘Get up!’
But it’s not you or me, it is the ‘man who was God’, and so
this is no longer just a lump of decaying flesh.
This is a fit and healthy young man, albeit well-wrapped!
v15: ‘The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus
gave him back to his mother.’

Oddly enough, I’d never come across a dead body until
about 6 years after I had been ordained.
I’d married Molly to Geoff when she was 74 and he 84.
And when I went round, shortly after she had died, I went
in to see her.

I didn’t see her.
What I saw was a thing that was utterly devoid of life;
utterly devoid of Molly, in fact.

That’s what was carried through the town gates.
A thing that was utterly devoid of life.
And Jesus, the man who was God, simply by speaking a
word, somehow managed to find the young man, put
him back into his body, and connect the two once again.

And all in front of two large crowds!
Who is this man?
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Please don’t give me that stuff about them being more

gullible back then.

The evidence from ancient writings is that they were just

as sceptical about miracle claims as we are.

Remember, the writer, Luke, was a Greek, non-Christian

historian and medical doctor.

Who met Christians, including many who had been there

with Jesus through his three year ministry.

People who had seen this and countless other things.

And talking to these people, Dr Luke became utterly

convinced that it was true.

And gave his life to Jesus and to following him, making

him known to everyone, and helping Christians to be

certain of the things they had been taught.

Who is this man?

Is he ‘the man who is God’?

If so, then not only can he bring a dead person back from

physical death.

He can also do what he promised elsewhere – bring a

person to life who is spiritually dead.

Someone who doesn’t have a relationship with God.

A person who’s therefore under God’s judgement for their sin.

In fact, any and every person.

And the ‘man who is God’ says of himself:

‘God so loved the world that he gave his one and only

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but

have eternal life.’ John 3:16

If you’ve not yet asked him to do that for you, then ask today.

The ‘man who is God’ will do it for you as surely as he’s

done it for me.

And as surely as he raised the man about to be buried.
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IV.The response of the crowd v16 Slide 4

Let me close with just a word about the reaction of the

crowd in v16:

‘They were all filled with awe and praised God.’

That’s a slightly bland translation.

More literally, ‘fear gripped them all’, and I bet it did!

‘“A great prophet has appeared among us," they said.

"God has come to help his people.”’

What Jesus did before their very eyes in raising this

widow’s son was so like what God did through the prophet

Elisha in the next town, centuries earlier.

Of course it rang bells to those there!

In fact, it was even more like what Elisha’s mentor, Elijah,

had done a few years before that.

Luke’s phrase that Jesus ‘gave him back to his mother’ is

exactly the same as used in our first reading to describe

what Elijah did.

So of course they assume Jesus is a great prophet.

And he is a great prophet.

The greatest ever in fact.

But that is only part of who and what Jesus is.

And the key to really ‘getting’ Jesus, is in their second

comment: ‘God has come to help his people.’

Just as his mother Mary sang when she was told she was

pregnant with God’s son.

Just as John the Baptist’s father prophesied when John

was born.

Just as that wonderful, godly old man, Simeon said when

he saw the 8 day old Jesus in the temple.

Let’s pray.
V.Prayer (do business)
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Jesus can heal - even death!
St John's 10/3/2013 @ 6:30 p.m.

Readings: 1 Kings 17v7-24; Luke 7v1-17

I. Introduction Slide 1

Nicky, our new admin assistant, began work last week.

And so has begun a period of training for her new role.

Her training will take two forms.

Training on how to do certain tasks, such as

programming the new projection software.

And being with Linda, watching and listening and taking

notes, as she runs the place.

You might call it technical and practical training.

Well, Jesus is doing the same with his new trainees, as we

reach chapter 7 of Luke’s gospel.

He spent a night praying about who to offer the 12 posts to.

We had 6 applicants for one post, but we prayed lots too!

Jesus called together all of his disciples, and chose 12,

whom he called apostles.

The word just means someone sent to do something.

They are very raw material!

A long way from the finished article.

But in three years’ time, Jesus will have died, risen from

the dead and returned to Heaven.

And at that point, they will need to be ready.

To be sent on his business.

The first thing he did was some intensive in-house training.

I say ‘in-house’, but really it was out-house, in the fresh air!

We call it the Sermon on the Plain.

We looked at it last week and the week before.

The most world-changing words ever spoken!

If you missed either sermon, catch up online.

Today he moves to on-the-job, practical training.

Listening to him teach what it means to be his follower.

And watching him eagerly, to see what he’s really like.
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So in today’s two well-known events, we’re really going to

see what Christian faith looks like.

And what drives and motivates Jesus.

And what people make of him; how do they respond to him.

Which just has to get us asking ourselves ‘What do I make

of Jesus? How do I respond to him?’

We’re investigating ‘the man who is God’!
II.The Centurion’s servant - v1-10 Slide 2

So, its on-the-job training day 1, and who would you expect

Jesus to want the apostles to meet?

If it was Alan Sugar on ‘The Apprentice’, say, or Alex

Polizzi in ‘The Fixer’?

I’d reckon it would be a Jew, probably an adult bloke, with

loads of Bible knowledge and religious devotion behind him.

And I couldn’t be more wrong!

v1: ‘When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing

of the people, he entered Capernaum.’

That’s his home base from now on, at Peter’s house.

‘There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued

highly, was sick and about to die.’

This is like a mid-ranking German army officer in Paris in

1942, whose personal valet is sick.

No great concern for the oppressed French, I’d imagine!

Now, as a Roman soldier, all he had to do was command

Jesus to appear before him.

But what does he do?

He sends a request!

So he’s not your average conquering soldier, is he?

But more than that, look at v3: ‘The centurion heard of

Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking

him to come and heal his servant.’

That’s impressive people-handling skills, don’t you think.

Real ‘emotional intelligence’, to use the jargon.
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Firstly, that he’s got real friends among the leaders of the

people he is oppressing.

And secondly, that they were willing to go and make a

case for why Jesus should help this foreigner.

Which they do very effectively in v4: ‘This man deserves to

have you do this, because he loves our nation and has

built our synagogue.’

That’s where Jesus preached in chapter 4.

‘So Jesus went with them.’

Which must have gone down a storm with the religious

types, who are already seriously out to get Jesus.

It was bad enough Jesus partying with Levi’s sinful

Jewish friends, back in chapter 5.

But to go into a Gentile’s house meant he’d be ‘ritually

unclean’ and banned from the temple.

Key first lesson for the apostles?

In Jesus’ new kingdom, to quote Galatians 3v28: ‘There’s

neither Jew nor Greek... for you’re all one in Christ Jesus.’

We all need his rescue; and we can all become part of

Jesus’ new community, his church.

Whatever your background, whatever you’ve done,

whoever you are.

Jesus couldn’t make that any clearer than by going off to

the Centurion’s home to heal his foreign servant.

But there must be more for them to learn from this soldier.

Because at v9 Jesus is ‘amazed’ at what happens next.

People are often amazed at Jesus, but this is the only

person who amazes him!

Why?

Are you ready for this, because God wants you and me to

learn from this soldier?
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v6: ‘He was not far from the house when the centurion sent

friends to say to him: “Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I

don’t deserve to have you come under my roof. That’s

why I didn’t even consider myself worthy to come to you.

But say the word, and my servant will be healed.”

How does he know that?

He explains how: ‘For I myself am a man under authority,

with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go’, and he goes;

and that one, ‘Come’, and he comes. I say to my servant,

‘Do this’, and he does it.”

This soldier ‘gets’ authority!

We had a friend called Steve who was in the Marines.

He told me how they start training raw recruits.

They get them to face the sea, holding their rifles above

their heads, and command them ‘Forward march’.

If any of them stops marching before their head goes

underwater, they are in big trouble.

They have to learn to follow commands, because in

battle, that can be the difference between life and death.

Our centurion ‘gets’ authority.

More to the point, he recognises authority, when he sees it.

And he sees here the authority over life and death itself!

v9: ‘When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and

turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I

haven’t found such great faith even in Israel.”’
The soldier gets a commendation in despatches.

Well, not in his superior officer’s dispatches.

But he does with Jesus.

And that’s more important to him than what anyone else

thinks of him.
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Question is: do you get commendations from Jesus?
Has Jesus, sitting today at the right hand of God the
father, commended you to him?

And is what God thinks of you more important to you than
what anyone else thinks?

Do you see what Luke’s doing?
He said at the start that he wrote ‘so that you may know
the certainty of the things you’ve been taught.’

Here at St John’s, week-by-week, you’re taught things about
God, your need to be saved and how to find eternal life.
Luke, and the Holy Spirit who inspired his writing, wants
you to be certain of the truth of Christianity.

So he’s not telling just about another healing.
In v10, the servant is well, so Jesus does heal the man!

But Luke’s lens is focused not on the healing miracle, but
on the faith of the soldier.
So the issue for me when I was preparing this talk, and
for you hearing it now, is ‘Am I, like that soldier,
someone Jesus commends? And do I even want to be?’

This soldier doesn’t actually show up in Luke’s gospel, yet
he’s the only person ever to amaze Jesus, in a good way.
He’s a great example of what Jesus has been teaching.

Jesus said ‘Blessed are the poor’, meaning the humble.
And this man is that, he is so humble he doesn’t want
Jesus even to bother having to meet him!

The Jewish elders think he’s worthy, but he doesn’t.
Jesus said ‘Blessed are you when men hate you... exclude
you... insult you and reject [you] because of the Son of Man.’
And this man risked all of that.

Jesus said ‘Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you’.
This man did that for the Jews, he produced good fruit.

And this man knew that Jesus spoke with authority.
And makes it clear in v8, without any embarrassment,
that he submits to Jesus’ authority over him.
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And so Jesus commends this man’s faith, his trust, both in

Jesus and Jesus’ words.

At the end of today, when you fall asleep, will Jesus

commend you?

For your faith, your trust in Jesus and his words?

One of my favourite verses in the Bible is Isaiah 66v2 – God

is speaking: ‘This is the one I esteem: he [or she] who is

humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word.’

So most days I pray that God will make me like that,

humble me, make me contrite and teach me to take the

Bible so seriously that I tremble at God’s every word.

Are you up for that?

Will you join me in praying that every day?

Will you make your life goal becoming a man or a woman

whom God esteems?
III.The widow’s son - v11-17 Slide 3

So, its now on-the-job training day 2.

And what does Jesus have in store for his trainee apostles?

What lessons will they have to learn?

He goes to a small town called Nain, about a sponsored

walk distance from Capernaum.

Nain is almost completely insignificant; think Godalming.

The only possible point of interest is that just over the hill

was the town of Shunem.

Oh, you say, well that is significant!

No, bear with me.

It was there that the Old Testament prophet Elisha raised a

dead boy back to life and gave him back to his mum.

Not the kind of event people easily forget.

For goodness sake, people in Woking are still excited that

the aliens in ‘War of the Worlds’ landed in Horsell!

But hold on to that little snippet about the dead boy.
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v12: ‘As he approached the town gate, a dead person was

being carried out - the only son of his mother, and she was

a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her.’

Picture the scene.

The town was walled, and as Jesus and this huge crowd

following him are about to go through the town gate,

they meet a funeral procession coming out.

Burial grounds were always outside the town walls.

v14 mentions the coffin, but they didn’t use boxes like us.

They wrapped the dead body in white linen and laid it on

a stretcher to take to the burial site.

v13: ‘When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and

he said, “Don't cry.”’

Isn’t that great!

He doesn’t know her, but he seems drawn to her suffering.

Back then, a widow would have had to depend on her sons

for her very survival, and she only had one.

And he was dead on the stretcher!

This was a terrible, terrible thing to happen to her.

Don’t you love the fact that Jesus saw her suffering and

‘his heart went out to her’?

This Jesus, really is the man to follow, isn’t he?

He’s the greatest teacher ever.

He can heal any sickness or disability.

He takes on demons, even in huge numbers, and casts

them aside as if they were nothing.

And he handles the religious leaders with cutting ease.

Why wouldn’t you follow such a man?

Especially when, in addition to all of that, he sees a poor,

heartbroken widow and ‘his heart went out to her’.

He’s not putting it on, playing a part, doing the

‘kissing-the-baby’ politician thing.

No, throughout the Bible we find that’s the heart of God.
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So when Moses asked the Lord what he is like, he said:

I’m the ‘compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger,

abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to

thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.’
Exodus 34:6f

That’s just who he is.

If you want to really see into his heart, write down Hosea

chapter 11 and read it when you get home.

Jesus’ heart went out to her in her suffering, because that

is just who he is.

And Jesus’ heart goes out to you and to me when we suffer.

Because that’s just who he is.

Don’t you just love him?

Don’t you want to know him better and better?

Don’t you want all those you love to know him too, ‘the

man who is God’?

But now Jesus does something odd, v13: ‘When the Lord

saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don't cry.”’

For you or me to go up to someone grieving like this, as

they are burying their only child, and say ‘Don’t cry’

would be incredibly inept, not to mention cold and hard.

So is Jesus like that?

Surely not, not when his heart has gone out to her.

No, the reason he tells her not to cry is because in just a

few seconds she will have nothing to cry about.

Remember the beatitudes?

‘Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.’

v14: ‘Then he went up and touched the coffin [the body on

the stretcher], and those carrying it stood still.’

You could cut the atmosphere with a knife.

‘What’s the teacher doing? Touching a dead body makes

you ritually unclean? Doesn’t he know that?’
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But hold on, back in chapter 5 he touched a man with leprosy.
That should have made him unclean as well.
But it went the other way, remember?
Jesus’ cleanness was kind of caught by the man who was
cleansed and healed from his dreadful disease.

There’s something so uniquely powerful, so uniquely
‘clean’, about Jesus that it all works in reverse with him.
So if he’s touching the dead body, and he doesn’t become
unclean by such things, what on earth will happen?

‘He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!”’
Now just pause again for a moment.
Because if this had been you or me doing it, it would have
been a really sick joke.

In the middle of the funeral, saying to the body ‘Get up!’
But it’s not you or me, it is the ‘man who was God’, and so
this is no longer just a lump of decaying flesh.
This is a fit and healthy young man, albeit well-wrapped!
v15: ‘The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus
gave him back to his mother.’

Oddly enough, I’d never come across a dead body until
about 6 years after I had been ordained.
I’d married Molly to Geoff when she was 74 and he 84.
And when I went round, shortly after she had died, I went
in to see her.

I didn’t see her.
What I saw was a thing that was utterly devoid of life;
utterly devoid of Molly, in fact.

That’s what was carried through the town gates.
A thing that was utterly devoid of life.
And Jesus, the man who was God, simply by speaking a
word, somehow managed to find the young man, put
him back into his body, and connect the two once again.

And all in front of two large crowds!
Who is this man?
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Please don’t give me that stuff about them being more

gullible back then.

The evidence from ancient writings is that they were just

as sceptical about miracle claims as we are.

Remember, the writer, Luke, was a Greek, non-Christian

historian and medical doctor.

Who met Christians, including many who had been there

with Jesus through his three year ministry.

People who had seen this and countless other things.

And talking to these people, Dr Luke became utterly

convinced that it was true.

And gave his life to Jesus and to following him, making

him known to everyone, and helping Christians to be

certain of the things they had been taught.

Who is this man?

Is he ‘the man who is God’?

If so, then not only can he bring a dead person back from

physical death.

He can also do what he promised elsewhere – bring a

person to life who is spiritually dead.

Someone who doesn’t have a relationship with God.

A person who’s therefore under God’s judgement for their sin.

In fact, any and every person.

And the ‘man who is God’ says of himself:

‘God so loved the world that he gave his one and only

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but

have eternal life.’ John 3:16

If you’ve not yet asked him to do that for you, then ask today.

The ‘man who is God’ will do it for you as surely as he’s

done it for me.

And as surely as he raised the man about to be buried.
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IV.The response of the crowd v16 Slide 4

Let me close with just a word about the reaction of the

crowd in v16:

‘They were all filled with awe and praised God.’

That’s a slightly bland translation.

More literally, ‘fear gripped them all’, and I bet it did!

‘“A great prophet has appeared among us," they said.

"God has come to help his people.”’

What Jesus did before their very eyes in raising this

widow’s son was so like what God did through the prophet

Elisha in the next town, centuries earlier.

Of course it rang bells to those there!

In fact, it was even more like what Elisha’s mentor, Elijah,

had done a few years before that.

Luke’s phrase that Jesus ‘gave him back to his mother’ is

exactly the same as used in our first reading to describe

what Elijah did.

So of course they assume Jesus is a great prophet.

And he is a great prophet.

The greatest ever in fact.

But that is only part of who and what Jesus is.

And the key to really ‘getting’ Jesus, is in their second

comment: ‘God has come to help his people.’

Just as his mother Mary sang when she was told she was

pregnant with God’s son.

Just as John the Baptist’s father prophesied when John

was born.

Just as that wonderful, godly old man, Simeon said when

he saw the 8 day old Jesus in the temple.

Let’s pray.
V.Prayer (do business)
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Jesus can heal - even death!
St John's 10/3/2013 @ 6:30 p.m.

Readings: 1 Kings 17v7-24; Luke 7v1-17

I. Introduction Slide 1

Nicky, our new admin assistant, began work last week.

And so has begun a period of training for her new role.

Her training will take two forms.

Training on how to do certain tasks, such as

programming the new projection software.

And being with Linda, watching and listening and taking

notes, as she runs the place.

You might call it technical and practical training.

Well, Jesus is doing the same with his new trainees, as we

reach chapter 7 of Luke’s gospel.

He spent a night praying about who to offer the 12 posts to.

We had 6 applicants for one post, but we prayed lots too!

Jesus called together all of his disciples, and chose 12,

whom he called apostles.

The word just means someone sent to do something.

They are very raw material!

A long way from the finished article.

But in three years’ time, Jesus will have died, risen from

the dead and returned to Heaven.

And at that point, they will need to be ready.

To be sent on his business.

The first thing he did was some intensive in-house training.

I say ‘in-house’, but really it was out-house, in the fresh air!

We call it the Sermon on the Plain.

We looked at it last week and the week before.

The most world-changing words ever spoken!

If you missed either sermon, catch up online.

Today he moves to on-the-job, practical training.

Listening to him teach what it means to be his follower.

And watching him eagerly, to see what he’s really like.
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So in today’s two well-known events, we’re really going to

see what Christian faith looks like.

And what drives and motivates Jesus.

And what people make of him; how do they respond to him.

Which just has to get us asking ourselves ‘What do I make

of Jesus? How do I respond to him?’

We’re investigating ‘the man who is God’!
II.The Centurion’s servant - v1-10 Slide 2

So, its on-the-job training day 1, and who would you expect

Jesus to want the apostles to meet?

If it was Alan Sugar on ‘The Apprentice’, say, or Alex

Polizzi in ‘The Fixer’?

I’d reckon it would be a Jew, probably an adult bloke, with

loads of Bible knowledge and religious devotion behind him.

And I couldn’t be more wrong!

v1: ‘When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing

of the people, he entered Capernaum.’

That’s his home base from now on, at Peter’s house.

‘There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued

highly, was sick and about to die.’

This is like a mid-ranking German army officer in Paris in

1942, whose personal valet is sick.

No great concern for the oppressed French, I’d imagine!

Now, as a Roman soldier, all he had to do was command

Jesus to appear before him.

But what does he do?

He sends a request!

So he’s not your average conquering soldier, is he?

But more than that, look at v3: ‘The centurion heard of

Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking

him to come and heal his servant.’

That’s impressive people-handling skills, don’t you think.

Real ‘emotional intelligence’, to use the jargon.
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Firstly, that he’s got real friends among the leaders of the

people he is oppressing.

And secondly, that they were willing to go and make a

case for why Jesus should help this foreigner.

Which they do very effectively in v4: ‘This man deserves to

have you do this, because he loves our nation and has

built our synagogue.’

That’s where Jesus preached in chapter 4.

‘So Jesus went with them.’

Which must have gone down a storm with the religious

types, who are already seriously out to get Jesus.

It was bad enough Jesus partying with Levi’s sinful

Jewish friends, back in chapter 5.

But to go into a Gentile’s house meant he’d be ‘ritually

unclean’ and banned from the temple.

Key first lesson for the apostles?

In Jesus’ new kingdom, to quote Galatians 3v28: ‘There’s

neither Jew nor Greek... for you’re all one in Christ Jesus.’

We all need his rescue; and we can all become part of

Jesus’ new community, his church.

Whatever your background, whatever you’ve done,

whoever you are.

Jesus couldn’t make that any clearer than by going off to

the Centurion’s home to heal his foreign servant.

But there must be more for them to learn from this soldier.

Because at v9 Jesus is ‘amazed’ at what happens next.

People are often amazed at Jesus, but this is the only

person who amazes him!

Why?

Are you ready for this, because God wants you and me to

learn from this soldier?
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v6: ‘He was not far from the house when the centurion sent

friends to say to him: “Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I

don’t deserve to have you come under my roof. That’s

why I didn’t even consider myself worthy to come to you.

But say the word, and my servant will be healed.”

How does he know that?

He explains how: ‘For I myself am a man under authority,

with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go’, and he goes;

and that one, ‘Come’, and he comes. I say to my servant,

‘Do this’, and he does it.”

This soldier ‘gets’ authority!

We had a friend called Steve who was in the Marines.

He told me how they start training raw recruits.

They get them to face the sea, holding their rifles above

their heads, and command them ‘Forward march’.

If any of them stops marching before their head goes

underwater, they are in big trouble.

They have to learn to follow commands, because in

battle, that can be the difference between life and death.

Our centurion ‘gets’ authority.

More to the point, he recognises authority, when he sees it.

And he sees here the authority over life and death itself!

v9: ‘When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and

turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I

haven’t found such great faith even in Israel.”’
The soldier gets a commendation in despatches.

Well, not in his superior officer’s dispatches.

But he does with Jesus.

And that’s more important to him than what anyone else

thinks of him.
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Question is: do you get commendations from Jesus?
Has Jesus, sitting today at the right hand of God the
father, commended you to him?

And is what God thinks of you more important to you than
what anyone else thinks?

Do you see what Luke’s doing?
He said at the start that he wrote ‘so that you may know
the certainty of the things you’ve been taught.’

Here at St John’s, week-by-week, you’re taught things about
God, your need to be saved and how to find eternal life.
Luke, and the Holy Spirit who inspired his writing, wants
you to be certain of the truth of Christianity.

So he’s not telling just about another healing.
In v10, the servant is well, so Jesus does heal the man!

But Luke’s lens is focused not on the healing miracle, but
on the faith of the soldier.
So the issue for me when I was preparing this talk, and
for you hearing it now, is ‘Am I, like that soldier,
someone Jesus commends? And do I even want to be?’

This soldier doesn’t actually show up in Luke’s gospel, yet
he’s the only person ever to amaze Jesus, in a good way.
He’s a great example of what Jesus has been teaching.

Jesus said ‘Blessed are the poor’, meaning the humble.
And this man is that, he is so humble he doesn’t want
Jesus even to bother having to meet him!

The Jewish elders think he’s worthy, but he doesn’t.
Jesus said ‘Blessed are you when men hate you... exclude
you... insult you and reject [you] because of the Son of Man.’
And this man risked all of that.

Jesus said ‘Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you’.
This man did that for the Jews, he produced good fruit.

And this man knew that Jesus spoke with authority.
And makes it clear in v8, without any embarrassment,
that he submits to Jesus’ authority over him.
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And so Jesus commends this man’s faith, his trust, both in

Jesus and Jesus’ words.

At the end of today, when you fall asleep, will Jesus

commend you?

For your faith, your trust in Jesus and his words?

One of my favourite verses in the Bible is Isaiah 66v2 – God

is speaking: ‘This is the one I esteem: he [or she] who is

humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word.’

So most days I pray that God will make me like that,

humble me, make me contrite and teach me to take the

Bible so seriously that I tremble at God’s every word.

Are you up for that?

Will you join me in praying that every day?

Will you make your life goal becoming a man or a woman

whom God esteems?
III.The widow’s son - v11-17 Slide 3

So, its now on-the-job training day 2.

And what does Jesus have in store for his trainee apostles?

What lessons will they have to learn?

He goes to a small town called Nain, about a sponsored

walk distance from Capernaum.

Nain is almost completely insignificant; think Godalming.

The only possible point of interest is that just over the hill

was the town of Shunem.

Oh, you say, well that is significant!

No, bear with me.

It was there that the Old Testament prophet Elisha raised a

dead boy back to life and gave him back to his mum.

Not the kind of event people easily forget.

For goodness sake, people in Woking are still excited that

the aliens in ‘War of the Worlds’ landed in Horsell!

But hold on to that little snippet about the dead boy.
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v12: ‘As he approached the town gate, a dead person was

being carried out - the only son of his mother, and she was

a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her.’

Picture the scene.

The town was walled, and as Jesus and this huge crowd

following him are about to go through the town gate,

they meet a funeral procession coming out.

Burial grounds were always outside the town walls.

v14 mentions the coffin, but they didn’t use boxes like us.

They wrapped the dead body in white linen and laid it on

a stretcher to take to the burial site.

v13: ‘When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and

he said, “Don't cry.”’

Isn’t that great!

He doesn’t know her, but he seems drawn to her suffering.

Back then, a widow would have had to depend on her sons

for her very survival, and she only had one.

And he was dead on the stretcher!

This was a terrible, terrible thing to happen to her.

Don’t you love the fact that Jesus saw her suffering and

‘his heart went out to her’?

This Jesus, really is the man to follow, isn’t he?

He’s the greatest teacher ever.

He can heal any sickness or disability.

He takes on demons, even in huge numbers, and casts

them aside as if they were nothing.

And he handles the religious leaders with cutting ease.

Why wouldn’t you follow such a man?

Especially when, in addition to all of that, he sees a poor,

heartbroken widow and ‘his heart went out to her’.

He’s not putting it on, playing a part, doing the

‘kissing-the-baby’ politician thing.

No, throughout the Bible we find that’s the heart of God.
Page 7 of 11

   



So when Moses asked the Lord what he is like, he said:

I’m the ‘compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger,

abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to

thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.’
Exodus 34:6f

That’s just who he is.

If you want to really see into his heart, write down Hosea

chapter 11 and read it when you get home.

Jesus’ heart went out to her in her suffering, because that

is just who he is.

And Jesus’ heart goes out to you and to me when we suffer.

Because that’s just who he is.

Don’t you just love him?

Don’t you want to know him better and better?

Don’t you want all those you love to know him too, ‘the

man who is God’?

But now Jesus does something odd, v13: ‘When the Lord

saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don't cry.”’

For you or me to go up to someone grieving like this, as

they are burying their only child, and say ‘Don’t cry’

would be incredibly inept, not to mention cold and hard.

So is Jesus like that?

Surely not, not when his heart has gone out to her.

No, the reason he tells her not to cry is because in just a

few seconds she will have nothing to cry about.

Remember the beatitudes?

‘Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.’

v14: ‘Then he went up and touched the coffin [the body on

the stretcher], and those carrying it stood still.’

You could cut the atmosphere with a knife.

‘What’s the teacher doing? Touching a dead body makes

you ritually unclean? Doesn’t he know that?’
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But hold on, back in chapter 5 he touched a man with leprosy.
That should have made him unclean as well.
But it went the other way, remember?
Jesus’ cleanness was kind of caught by the man who was
cleansed and healed from his dreadful disease.

There’s something so uniquely powerful, so uniquely
‘clean’, about Jesus that it all works in reverse with him.
So if he’s touching the dead body, and he doesn’t become
unclean by such things, what on earth will happen?

‘He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!”’
Now just pause again for a moment.
Because if this had been you or me doing it, it would have
been a really sick joke.

In the middle of the funeral, saying to the body ‘Get up!’
But it’s not you or me, it is the ‘man who was God’, and so
this is no longer just a lump of decaying flesh.
This is a fit and healthy young man, albeit well-wrapped!
v15: ‘The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus
gave him back to his mother.’

Oddly enough, I’d never come across a dead body until
about 6 years after I had been ordained.
I’d married Molly to Geoff when she was 74 and he 84.
And when I went round, shortly after she had died, I went
in to see her.

I didn’t see her.
What I saw was a thing that was utterly devoid of life;
utterly devoid of Molly, in fact.

That’s what was carried through the town gates.
A thing that was utterly devoid of life.
And Jesus, the man who was God, simply by speaking a
word, somehow managed to find the young man, put
him back into his body, and connect the two once again.

And all in front of two large crowds!
Who is this man?
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Please don’t give me that stuff about them being more

gullible back then.

The evidence from ancient writings is that they were just

as sceptical about miracle claims as we are.

Remember, the writer, Luke, was a Greek, non-Christian

historian and medical doctor.

Who met Christians, including many who had been there

with Jesus through his three year ministry.

People who had seen this and countless other things.

And talking to these people, Dr Luke became utterly

convinced that it was true.

And gave his life to Jesus and to following him, making

him known to everyone, and helping Christians to be

certain of the things they had been taught.

Who is this man?

Is he ‘the man who is God’?

If so, then not only can he bring a dead person back from

physical death.

He can also do what he promised elsewhere – bring a

person to life who is spiritually dead.

Someone who doesn’t have a relationship with God.

A person who’s therefore under God’s judgement for their sin.

In fact, any and every person.

And the ‘man who is God’ says of himself:

‘God so loved the world that he gave his one and only

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but

have eternal life.’ John 3:16

If you’ve not yet asked him to do that for you, then ask today.

The ‘man who is God’ will do it for you as surely as he’s

done it for me.

And as surely as he raised the man about to be buried.
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IV.The response of the crowd v16 Slide 4

Let me close with just a word about the reaction of the

crowd in v16:

‘They were all filled with awe and praised God.’

That’s a slightly bland translation.

More literally, ‘fear gripped them all’, and I bet it did!

‘“A great prophet has appeared among us," they said.

"God has come to help his people.”’

What Jesus did before their very eyes in raising this

widow’s son was so like what God did through the prophet

Elisha in the next town, centuries earlier.

Of course it rang bells to those there!

In fact, it was even more like what Elisha’s mentor, Elijah,

had done a few years before that.

Luke’s phrase that Jesus ‘gave him back to his mother’ is

exactly the same as used in our first reading to describe

what Elijah did.

So of course they assume Jesus is a great prophet.

And he is a great prophet.

The greatest ever in fact.

But that is only part of who and what Jesus is.

And the key to really ‘getting’ Jesus, is in their second

comment: ‘God has come to help his people.’

Just as his mother Mary sang when she was told she was

pregnant with God’s son.

Just as John the Baptist’s father prophesied when John

was born.

Just as that wonderful, godly old man, Simeon said when

he saw the 8 day old Jesus in the temple.

Let’s pray.
V.Prayer (do business)
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Jesus can heal - even death!
St John's 10/3/2013 @ 6:30 p.m.

Readings: 1 Kings 17v7-24; Luke 7v1-17

I. Introduction Slide 1

Nicky, our new admin assistant, began work last week.

And so has begun a period of training for her new role.

Her training will take two forms.

Training on how to do certain tasks, such as

programming the new projection software.

And being with Linda, watching and listening and taking

notes, as she runs the place.

You might call it technical and practical training.

Well, Jesus is doing the same with his new trainees, as we

reach chapter 7 of Luke’s gospel.

He spent a night praying about who to offer the 12 posts to.

We had 6 applicants for one post, but we prayed lots too!

Jesus called together all of his disciples, and chose 12,

whom he called apostles.

The word just means someone sent to do something.

They are very raw material!

A long way from the finished article.

But in three years’ time, Jesus will have died, risen from

the dead and returned to Heaven.

And at that point, they will need to be ready.

To be sent on his business.

The first thing he did was some intensive in-house training.

I say ‘in-house’, but really it was out-house, in the fresh air!

We call it the Sermon on the Plain.

We looked at it last week and the week before.

The most world-changing words ever spoken!

If you missed either sermon, catch up online.

Today he moves to on-the-job, practical training.

Listening to him teach what it means to be his follower.

And watching him eagerly, to see what he’s really like.
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So in today’s two well-known events, we’re really going to

see what Christian faith looks like.

And what drives and motivates Jesus.

And what people make of him; how do they respond to him.

Which just has to get us asking ourselves ‘What do I make

of Jesus? How do I respond to him?’

We’re investigating ‘the man who is God’!
II.The Centurion’s servant - v1-10 Slide 2

So, its on-the-job training day 1, and who would you expect

Jesus to want the apostles to meet?

If it was Alan Sugar on ‘The Apprentice’, say, or Alex

Polizzi in ‘The Fixer’?

I’d reckon it would be a Jew, probably an adult bloke, with

loads of Bible knowledge and religious devotion behind him.

And I couldn’t be more wrong!

v1: ‘When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing

of the people, he entered Capernaum.’

That’s his home base from now on, at Peter’s house.

‘There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued

highly, was sick and about to die.’

This is like a mid-ranking German army officer in Paris in

1942, whose personal valet is sick.

No great concern for the oppressed French, I’d imagine!

Now, as a Roman soldier, all he had to do was command

Jesus to appear before him.

But what does he do?

He sends a request!

So he’s not your average conquering soldier, is he?

But more than that, look at v3: ‘The centurion heard of

Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking

him to come and heal his servant.’

That’s impressive people-handling skills, don’t you think.

Real ‘emotional intelligence’, to use the jargon.

Page 2 of 11

   



Firstly, that he’s got real friends among the leaders of the

people he is oppressing.

And secondly, that they were willing to go and make a

case for why Jesus should help this foreigner.

Which they do very effectively in v4: ‘This man deserves to

have you do this, because he loves our nation and has

built our synagogue.’

That’s where Jesus preached in chapter 4.

‘So Jesus went with them.’

Which must have gone down a storm with the religious

types, who are already seriously out to get Jesus.

It was bad enough Jesus partying with Levi’s sinful

Jewish friends, back in chapter 5.

But to go into a Gentile’s house meant he’d be ‘ritually

unclean’ and banned from the temple.

Key first lesson for the apostles?

In Jesus’ new kingdom, to quote Galatians 3v28: ‘There’s

neither Jew nor Greek... for you’re all one in Christ Jesus.’

We all need his rescue; and we can all become part of

Jesus’ new community, his church.

Whatever your background, whatever you’ve done,

whoever you are.

Jesus couldn’t make that any clearer than by going off to

the Centurion’s home to heal his foreign servant.

But there must be more for them to learn from this soldier.

Because at v9 Jesus is ‘amazed’ at what happens next.

People are often amazed at Jesus, but this is the only

person who amazes him!

Why?

Are you ready for this, because God wants you and me to

learn from this soldier?
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v6: ‘He was not far from the house when the centurion sent

friends to say to him: “Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I

don’t deserve to have you come under my roof. That’s

why I didn’t even consider myself worthy to come to you.

But say the word, and my servant will be healed.”

How does he know that?

He explains how: ‘For I myself am a man under authority,

with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go’, and he goes;

and that one, ‘Come’, and he comes. I say to my servant,

‘Do this’, and he does it.”

This soldier ‘gets’ authority!

We had a friend called Steve who was in the Marines.

He told me how they start training raw recruits.

They get them to face the sea, holding their rifles above

their heads, and command them ‘Forward march’.

If any of them stops marching before their head goes

underwater, they are in big trouble.

They have to learn to follow commands, because in

battle, that can be the difference between life and death.

Our centurion ‘gets’ authority.

More to the point, he recognises authority, when he sees it.

And he sees here the authority over life and death itself!

v9: ‘When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and

turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I

haven’t found such great faith even in Israel.”’
The soldier gets a commendation in despatches.

Well, not in his superior officer’s dispatches.

But he does with Jesus.

And that’s more important to him than what anyone else

thinks of him.
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Question is: do you get commendations from Jesus?
Has Jesus, sitting today at the right hand of God the
father, commended you to him?

And is what God thinks of you more important to you than
what anyone else thinks?

Do you see what Luke’s doing?
He said at the start that he wrote ‘so that you may know
the certainty of the things you’ve been taught.’

Here at St John’s, week-by-week, you’re taught things about
God, your need to be saved and how to find eternal life.
Luke, and the Holy Spirit who inspired his writing, wants
you to be certain of the truth of Christianity.

So he’s not telling just about another healing.
In v10, the servant is well, so Jesus does heal the man!

But Luke’s lens is focused not on the healing miracle, but
on the faith of the soldier.
So the issue for me when I was preparing this talk, and
for you hearing it now, is ‘Am I, like that soldier,
someone Jesus commends? And do I even want to be?’

This soldier doesn’t actually show up in Luke’s gospel, yet
he’s the only person ever to amaze Jesus, in a good way.
He’s a great example of what Jesus has been teaching.

Jesus said ‘Blessed are the poor’, meaning the humble.
And this man is that, he is so humble he doesn’t want
Jesus even to bother having to meet him!

The Jewish elders think he’s worthy, but he doesn’t.
Jesus said ‘Blessed are you when men hate you... exclude
you... insult you and reject [you] because of the Son of Man.’
And this man risked all of that.

Jesus said ‘Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you’.
This man did that for the Jews, he produced good fruit.

And this man knew that Jesus spoke with authority.
And makes it clear in v8, without any embarrassment,
that he submits to Jesus’ authority over him.
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And so Jesus commends this man’s faith, his trust, both in

Jesus and Jesus’ words.

At the end of today, when you fall asleep, will Jesus

commend you?

For your faith, your trust in Jesus and his words?

One of my favourite verses in the Bible is Isaiah 66v2 – God

is speaking: ‘This is the one I esteem: he [or she] who is

humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word.’

So most days I pray that God will make me like that,

humble me, make me contrite and teach me to take the

Bible so seriously that I tremble at God’s every word.

Are you up for that?

Will you join me in praying that every day?

Will you make your life goal becoming a man or a woman

whom God esteems?
III.The widow’s son - v11-17 Slide 3

So, its now on-the-job training day 2.

And what does Jesus have in store for his trainee apostles?

What lessons will they have to learn?

He goes to a small town called Nain, about a sponsored

walk distance from Capernaum.

Nain is almost completely insignificant; think Godalming.

The only possible point of interest is that just over the hill

was the town of Shunem.

Oh, you say, well that is significant!

No, bear with me.

It was there that the Old Testament prophet Elisha raised a

dead boy back to life and gave him back to his mum.

Not the kind of event people easily forget.

For goodness sake, people in Woking are still excited that

the aliens in ‘War of the Worlds’ landed in Horsell!

But hold on to that little snippet about the dead boy.
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v12: ‘As he approached the town gate, a dead person was

being carried out - the only son of his mother, and she was

a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her.’

Picture the scene.

The town was walled, and as Jesus and this huge crowd

following him are about to go through the town gate,

they meet a funeral procession coming out.

Burial grounds were always outside the town walls.

v14 mentions the coffin, but they didn’t use boxes like us.

They wrapped the dead body in white linen and laid it on

a stretcher to take to the burial site.

v13: ‘When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and

he said, “Don't cry.”’

Isn’t that great!

He doesn’t know her, but he seems drawn to her suffering.

Back then, a widow would have had to depend on her sons

for her very survival, and she only had one.

And he was dead on the stretcher!

This was a terrible, terrible thing to happen to her.

Don’t you love the fact that Jesus saw her suffering and

‘his heart went out to her’?

This Jesus, really is the man to follow, isn’t he?

He’s the greatest teacher ever.

He can heal any sickness or disability.

He takes on demons, even in huge numbers, and casts

them aside as if they were nothing.

And he handles the religious leaders with cutting ease.

Why wouldn’t you follow such a man?

Especially when, in addition to all of that, he sees a poor,

heartbroken widow and ‘his heart went out to her’.

He’s not putting it on, playing a part, doing the

‘kissing-the-baby’ politician thing.

No, throughout the Bible we find that’s the heart of God.
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So when Moses asked the Lord what he is like, he said:

I’m the ‘compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger,

abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to

thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.’
Exodus 34:6f

That’s just who he is.

If you want to really see into his heart, write down Hosea

chapter 11 and read it when you get home.

Jesus’ heart went out to her in her suffering, because that

is just who he is.

And Jesus’ heart goes out to you and to me when we suffer.

Because that’s just who he is.

Don’t you just love him?

Don’t you want to know him better and better?

Don’t you want all those you love to know him too, ‘the

man who is God’?

But now Jesus does something odd, v13: ‘When the Lord

saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don't cry.”’

For you or me to go up to someone grieving like this, as

they are burying their only child, and say ‘Don’t cry’

would be incredibly inept, not to mention cold and hard.

So is Jesus like that?

Surely not, not when his heart has gone out to her.

No, the reason he tells her not to cry is because in just a

few seconds she will have nothing to cry about.

Remember the beatitudes?

‘Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.’

v14: ‘Then he went up and touched the coffin [the body on

the stretcher], and those carrying it stood still.’

You could cut the atmosphere with a knife.

‘What’s the teacher doing? Touching a dead body makes

you ritually unclean? Doesn’t he know that?’
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But hold on, back in chapter 5 he touched a man with leprosy.
That should have made him unclean as well.
But it went the other way, remember?
Jesus’ cleanness was kind of caught by the man who was
cleansed and healed from his dreadful disease.

There’s something so uniquely powerful, so uniquely
‘clean’, about Jesus that it all works in reverse with him.
So if he’s touching the dead body, and he doesn’t become
unclean by such things, what on earth will happen?

‘He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!”’
Now just pause again for a moment.
Because if this had been you or me doing it, it would have
been a really sick joke.

In the middle of the funeral, saying to the body ‘Get up!’
But it’s not you or me, it is the ‘man who was God’, and so
this is no longer just a lump of decaying flesh.
This is a fit and healthy young man, albeit well-wrapped!
v15: ‘The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus
gave him back to his mother.’

Oddly enough, I’d never come across a dead body until
about 6 years after I had been ordained.
I’d married Molly to Geoff when she was 74 and he 84.
And when I went round, shortly after she had died, I went
in to see her.

I didn’t see her.
What I saw was a thing that was utterly devoid of life;
utterly devoid of Molly, in fact.

That’s what was carried through the town gates.
A thing that was utterly devoid of life.
And Jesus, the man who was God, simply by speaking a
word, somehow managed to find the young man, put
him back into his body, and connect the two once again.

And all in front of two large crowds!
Who is this man?
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Please don’t give me that stuff about them being more

gullible back then.

The evidence from ancient writings is that they were just

as sceptical about miracle claims as we are.

Remember, the writer, Luke, was a Greek, non-Christian

historian and medical doctor.

Who met Christians, including many who had been there

with Jesus through his three year ministry.

People who had seen this and countless other things.

And talking to these people, Dr Luke became utterly

convinced that it was true.

And gave his life to Jesus and to following him, making

him known to everyone, and helping Christians to be

certain of the things they had been taught.

Who is this man?

Is he ‘the man who is God’?

If so, then not only can he bring a dead person back from

physical death.

He can also do what he promised elsewhere – bring a

person to life who is spiritually dead.

Someone who doesn’t have a relationship with God.

A person who’s therefore under God’s judgement for their sin.

In fact, any and every person.

And the ‘man who is God’ says of himself:

‘God so loved the world that he gave his one and only

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but

have eternal life.’ John 3:16

If you’ve not yet asked him to do that for you, then ask today.

The ‘man who is God’ will do it for you as surely as he’s

done it for me.

And as surely as he raised the man about to be buried.
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IV.The response of the crowd v16 Slide 4

Let me close with just a word about the reaction of the

crowd in v16:

‘They were all filled with awe and praised God.’

That’s a slightly bland translation.

More literally, ‘fear gripped them all’, and I bet it did!

‘“A great prophet has appeared among us," they said.

"God has come to help his people.”’

What Jesus did before their very eyes in raising this

widow’s son was so like what God did through the prophet

Elisha in the next town, centuries earlier.

Of course it rang bells to those there!

In fact, it was even more like what Elisha’s mentor, Elijah,

had done a few years before that.

Luke’s phrase that Jesus ‘gave him back to his mother’ is

exactly the same as used in our first reading to describe

what Elijah did.

So of course they assume Jesus is a great prophet.

And he is a great prophet.

The greatest ever in fact.

But that is only part of who and what Jesus is.

And the key to really ‘getting’ Jesus, is in their second

comment: ‘God has come to help his people.’

Just as his mother Mary sang when she was told she was

pregnant with God’s son.

Just as John the Baptist’s father prophesied when John

was born.

Just as that wonderful, godly old man, Simeon said when

he saw the 8 day old Jesus in the temple.

Let’s pray.
V.Prayer (do business)
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