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When you think about a king what image comes to mind? 

 

The image that comes to my mind is a medieval warrior, in armour, riding on horseback.  

Whatever we think I suspect most of us picture a powerful man, who rules and is in control and 

has lots of people running around doing his bidding.   

 

We’re going to see something quite different about how the most powerful king in all of history 

lived.  And we’re going to see something quite shocking about how we need to live to be part of 

his kingdom. 

 

We’ve been looking at Luke’s carefully researched, historically reliable account of Jesus’ life.  

We’ve just started the second half of the book.  In the first half, up to 9:20, Luke has been 

answering the question, who is Jesus?  The answer has come out loud and clear.  Jesus is God’s 

eternal king, the Christ.  Now Luke has proved who Jesus is, from 9:21 onwards, he carefully 

answers the question: why did Jesus come? 

 

And we find the answer to be absolutely extraordinary.  The answer is that God’s all powerful, 

eternal king came to die! 

 

1. Jesus is God’s King who came to die (18-22) 

 

NIV Luke 9:19 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one 

of the prophets of long ago has come back to life." 20 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do 

you say I am?" Peter answered, "The Christ of God." 
 

 

The Christ is the one who had been promised to come and be King over God’s people for ever.  

Peter rightly recognised who Jesus was.  The Jews were desperately waiting for the Christ to 

come.  They thought the Christ would come and crush all their enemies.  They thought that God’s 

people, the Jews, would be part of the greatest kingdom this world has ever seen. 

 

So what Jesus goes on to say from verse 21 would have been a huge shock.   

 

21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 And he said, "The Son of Man must 

suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he 

must be killed and on the third day be raised to life." 
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For us 2,000 years later most of us know that Jesus came to die on the cross, we’ve heard the 

end of the story.  But, for these disciples would have been utterly stunned by what Jesus went on 

to say.  How could God’s all powerful king possibly say that he must suffer, be rejected and be 

killed?   

 

Jesus the King didn’t come to be a great military leader, or a great politician.  Jesus came to die to 

fulfil God’s plan of salvation.  Jesus actually had to die so we could have eternal life, which is to be 

saved for ever.  The king had to die in our place to take the punishment we all deserve for 

rejecting God.   

 

God hates it when we reject him; the punishment for rejecting God is death.  We’ve all rejected 

God therefore we all deserve to die.  But, Jesus came to die to take the punishment we deserve. 

 

And we know that Jesus death on the cross meant we can be forgiven because he was raised to 

life.  Look at the end of verse 22.  Jesus the King must be killed and on the third day be raised to 

life.   

 

We are free from our sin.  Jesus proved by being raised to life that his death was effective so we 

can be forgiven.  Jesus the King came to die.  He then goes on to tell us what our life should look 

like if we want to be one of his disciples.  Jesus tells us what our life should look like if we want to 

be part of his awesome eternal kingdom.   

 

- Jesus is God’s King so follow his example (23-27) 

 

NIV Luke 9:23 Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and 

take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever 

loses his life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose 

or forfeit his very self? 26 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be 

ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 

27 I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom 

of God." 

 

If you’re a Christian Jesus is your Lord; your King.  It’s hardly a surprise then that if we want to 

follow him we need to follow our leader’s example.  And the language of verse 23 and 24 is stark.  

If we want to follow Jesus we must deny ourselves and take up our cross daily and follow him.  To 
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deny yourself is to completely put others first.  It’s to realise that this life isn’t about what we want, 

or what we feel.  It’s all about something or someone else.   

 

At one level contemporary culture tells us what we feel is right must be right.  What we want to do 

we should be allowed to do.  And that thought has invaded us here at church.  We might be 

tempted to think that we come to church to experience God for ourselves.  Or it’s about my 

personal journey of faith and I don’t need to be overly concerned with what other people think or 

believe.  Or more practically we might think I don’t feel like coming to church this Sunday, or going 

out in the evening to the prayer meeting or my house group.  I don’t feel up to it, so I won’t go. 

 

All of those things are about what we want or feel.  And Jesus says here if we want to be his 

followers we need to deny ourselves and to take up our cross daily and follow him.   

 

To take up your cross meant you were about to be executed.  Jesus took up his cross to die in our 

place.  Jesus denied himself to the point of death.  Jesus died for our sake, he is our example.  

We need to be willing to put Jesus and what he wants before our own desires even to the point of 

death. 

 

Jesus is the perfect example of always doing what God the Father wanted him to do.  Remember, 

on the night before he died, Jesus prayed that God would save him from death, but he concluded 

his prayer with the amazing words, “But not my will but yours.”  And God’s will was for him to die 

so we could be saved.  So, Jesus willingly submitted, even to death on a cross. 

 

In verse 24 Jesus tells us that if we spend our whole life doing what we want, trying to enjoy the 

pleasures and riches of this life, we will lose our life.  If we’re more concerned with what we want 

and desire we’ll miss out on eternal life.   

 

But, if we lose our life for Jesus’ sake our life will be safe for eternity.  That is if we live our life 

striving to do what God wants, to follow Jesus’ example.  To trust him as our Saviour and our Lord, 

then we will have glorious, wonderful, abundant, joyful eternal life to look forward to. 

 

Look at verse 25, you could be as rich as Warren Buffet and Bill Gates combined, but what use is 

that if you lose your life.  It’s so much better to follow Jesus; to live a life in his service.  This world 

and its benefits are fleeting and temporary.  The wonderful Kingdom of God will last for eternity 

and we can be part of it if we trust Jesus and follow his example. 
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And Jesus tells us exactly what that looks like in verse 26.  Jesus will not be ashamed of you when 

he comes in his glory.  That is about the future when Jesus returns in power, might and glory.  It’s 

the end of time when Jesus will judge the world.  He will sort all those that were ashamed of him 

from all those that stood up for him and followed his example and lived their life for him. 

 

Now, don’t think this is a mean thing that Jesus is asking us to do.  Don’t think Jesus is a tyrant.  

Jesus loves us; he wants the best for us.  And the best for us is to do what God wants us to do.  

He designed us and created us, he knows what’s best for us.   The best life to live is the one our 

maker designed for us.  We need to work hard to make sure we know what God wants us to do 

and then do it.  If you look at the prayers recorded in the New Testament there is a recurring 

theme in almost every one.  The person praying nearly always prays that the one they are praying 

for would know God’s will and follow it.  The question for us is how do we know what God’s will is? 

 

Well Jesus tells us in verse 26, we know what to do by not being ashamed of Jesus and his words.  

We need to look at what Jesus said and did.  We need to look at all he has to say.  We do that by 

looking at the Bible.  Another name for Jesus is God’s Word.  He is the author of the entire Bible.  

We need to look at what that says and work hard at making our life match what it says.  We don’t 

try and get God’s word to fit with what we want.  We need to let God show us what we should do, 

think and believe. 

 

Now, that’s not going to make us very popular in this life.  In some parts of the world standing up 

for Jesus and his word will get you killed.  Wonderfully in this country we’re very unlikely to be 

killed for following Jesus, but we will face ridicule and opposition.  But, pretty much the worst 

anyone can do is to kill us.  This world is not all there is; Jesus died and was raised to life.  This 

life is not the end.  As Jesus said, whoever loses his life for me will save it. 

 

How can Christians have so much confidence in Jesus?  Well the believe that: 

 

2. Jesus is God’s Son who came to save (28-33) 

 

NIV Luke 9:28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and 

went up onto a mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and 

his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, 31 appeared in 

glorious splendour, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was about to 

bring to fulfilment at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they 

became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were 
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leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, "Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters-- 

one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." (He did not know what he was saying.) 

 

This is one of the most extraordinary events recorded in the Bible.  It is called the transfiguration.  

Peter, James and John saw Jesus in his heavenly glory.  Jesus’ clothes became as bright as 

lightening, literally dazzling white.  His heavenly splendour and majesty was displayed.  His glory 

as God’s eternal, all powerful King was visible. 

 

Now, that is amazing on its own, but with him were Moses and Elijah.  These are two of the most 

significant men in the whole Old Testament.  They had been gone for several hundred years.  And 

here they were chatting with Jesus on a mountain.  And they too appeared in glorious splendour.  

They had come from heaven to have a chat with Jesus about what he was about to bring to 

fulfilment in Jerusalem.   

 

It’s very significant that this is Moses, he wrote all the Old Testament law, the first 5 books of the 

Bible.  They were all about the sacrificial system that meant that God’s people could pay for their 

sins.  It’s very significant that this is Elijah, he represents all the prophets from the Old Testament.  

The prophets were people who spoke God’s word.  Their messages gave people hope that God 

would come and rescue his people. 

 

These two represent all of the Old Testament and here they are chatting to Jesus about his 

departure.  Jesus is the one who came to complete all the law and the prophets.  Jesus came to 

bring salvation; he came to fulfil the sacrificial system so that sin would be dealt with forever.  He 

was the one all the prophets talked about, he is God’s Son who came to rescue his people. 

 

What exactly was he going to fulfil at Jerusalem?  What was this departure they were talking 

about?  Well it’s exactly what Jesus told his disciples he came to do back in verse 22.  "The Son of 

Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, 

and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life." 

 

Jesus is God’s king who came to die.  Jesus is God’s Son who came to save.  The question for us 

is what do we do about that?  Well God the Father himself tells us exactly what to do. 

 

- Jesus is God’s Son so listen to him (34-36) 
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NIV Luke 9:34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they were 

afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, "This is my Son, whom I 

have chosen; listen to him." 36 When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The 

disciples kept this to themselves, and told no one at that time what they had seen. 

 

Jesus is God’s eternal Son.  He is God’s all powerful, eternal King.  God the Father tells us to 

listen to him, I’d suggest that would be pretty good advice to follow! 

 

The only way we can listen to Jesus is to look in the Bible.  Jesus appointed the Apostles to be his 

witnesses and to record what he said and taught.  We have their accurate eyewitness accounts in 

the Bible.  This is God’s word; we need to listen to it.   

 

We need to study it each day on our own, to base each day on what God has to say to us.  We 

need to meet together in house groups to encourage and challenge each other with what God’s 

word says.  And we need to keep meeting on Sundays to hear God’s word being taught.  We need 

to listen to what God is saying, look at our life and change it to fit with what God says.  And then 

we need to think about other people and help them see what God’s word is saying to them. 

 

Our life isn’t about us, it’s about Jesus.  We’ve been saved by his death to be part of his eternal 

kingdom.   

 

Jesus is God’s Son so listen to him. 

 

Let’s pray! 


