
Boy Jesus at the temple - Luke 2: 41-52
St John's6/1/2012 @ 6:30 p.m.

Readings: Luke 2v41-52; Isaiah 11v1-5

I. Introduction to series Slide 1

Because of the familiarity of the Christmas readings, you

may not have noticed we’re in a new series of sermons!

We’re in Luke’s Gospel; have been since mid-December!

And with a few breaks, we plan to go right through it!

How about that!

And we’re doing this because Jesus is the start and finish

of the Christian faith, so we want to get to know him well.

Most of our Home Groups will be linked to this series, so

you’ll get the chance to ask questions arising from the

Sunday sermon each week.

To discuss how to apply what you learn in your daily life.

And go a bit deeper than is possible in a sermon.

Our title is ‘Luke’s Gospel: Investigating the man who is God.’

And this series will be for you if you need reassurance in

your Christian Faith. Slide 2

Remember how Luke opens his Gospel?

He says he’s worked really hard at getting all the key

facts together, chapter 1v4 ‘so that you may know the

certainty of the things you have been taught.’

As you sit there tonight, do you need to know the certainty
of the things you’ve been taught as a Christian?

Because of what you’re going through?

Because of your fears and worries about the future?

Luke is for you!

And this series will also be for you if you want to find our

who Jesus really was. Slide 3

You’re interested, but you’re not a Christian as yet.

Jesus is the key to Christianity – kind of obvious, really! 

So to become a Christian you need to understand, at least

to some extent, who Jesus is and what he came to do.

That’s what Luke is helping Theophilus to understand.
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But, is it true and accurate?
Sir William Ramsay was the greatest ever archaeologist of
Asia Minor.

When he started out, in the early 1900’s, he only had
Luke’s second volume, the book of Acts which comes in
the Bible after the 4 Gospels, to work with.

And he was very sceptical whether any of it was true.
After a lifetime of archaeology he wrote: ‘Further study . . .
showed that the book could bear the most minute scrutiny
as an authority for the facts of the Aegean world, and that
it was written with such judgment, skill, art and perception
of truth as to be a model of historical statement’.
He wouldn’t have written that about The Da Vinci Code!
Ramsay didn’t need SatNav, because Luke was so accurate.

So we’re dealing with the best and most accurate history.
That means that through studying Luke you can really get
to know the real Jesus who really lived.

And through the real Jesus you can get to know the one
true God and experience life as God designed it for you!

So, Luke is for Christians who need assurance and it’s for
non-Christians who need to find out what Christianity is
about and if it’s true.
And finally, this series will be for you if you’re a Christian
and want to get to know Jesus better – is that you? Slide 4

You want your mind renewed; you want your heart
enlightened; you want your life turned around so that you
can become a woman or a man whom God esteems.
And whom God will use, because he knows he can trust
you in both small things and large things.

Is that you; bored and frustrated with being a mediocre
and part-time, ineffective Christian?
Then Luke’s Gospel is for you!

Well, if that introduction doesn’t get you at least half as
excited as Pete and I both are, then you’re clinically dead!
So let’s pray as we look at Jesus the boy at the temple.
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II.Christian beware! Slide 5

Let me start by saying, Christian beware!

We’re at the last story of chapter 2, and the only events

recorded for us from Jesus’ childhood.

We know nothing of Jesus until he’s baptised at age 30.

Except this.

Jesus’ family and neighbours travel together to Jerusalem

from Nazareth for the week-long Passover festival.

It’s a three day, 70 mile hike each way.

So think of similar trips you’ve enjoyed with family and

friends, perhaps a Christian house party or camp.

And now forget about them, because that’s not what this

passage is about.

For those of you who have been or are parents, remember

when you lost one of your kids?

Or perhaps you lost one you were looking after!

Remember how you felt?

Well, put those thoughts out of your mind as well,

because that’s also not what this passage is about!

The danger with Bible stories is that we put ourselves into

them, we apply them to our own lives, far too quickly.

And in doing so we miss what Luke, and the Holy Spirit

giving him the words to write, want us to see.

What is really important.

Another danger for many of us is that we know it so well.

So the boy gets lost, then he’s found, and he turns out to

be very bright, gets A*’s and is a good boy to boot.

It’s the perfect Sunday school story, because it’s the only

story we have of Jesus as a child or youth.

So it’s even more boring and irrelevant to us as adults

But... put down your own experience; put down the boring

story; this is electric, when you see what Luke’s about!

This is your first chance to meet Jesus the person.

We’ve left the baby behind, so no more carols!
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This is a real kid, who’s had the most amazing Press, care

of the angels and some prophets.

Jesus takes the phrase ‘a lot to live up to’ to a whole new

level!

So this is no ordinary child; but who is he?

And what does the living God want to say to you?
III.Why Luke’s Gospel? Slide 6

One final thing to consider before we get into the passage.

And that is how do we read Luke’s gospel so we don’t

miss what God wants to say to us?

So he does renew our thinking and transform our lives?

In other words, why study a gospel and why Luke in particular?

Three reasons:Slide 7

Firstly, because in the gospels you come face-to-face with

Jesus, the most significant person ever to live.

Here you’ll discover the real Jesus, not the made-up one.

Here you’ll get to know him better.

Not least so that when friends tell you what Jesus really

thought or said, you aren’t left red-faced and floundering!

Secondly, it’s the climax to 2,000 years of history. Slide 8

Luke records God’s plans and promises coming to

fruition.

The entire Old Testament points here, to the most

important little window of time in history!

Thirdly, I’ve already said that it is serious HISTORY. Slide 9

Luke’s gospel began: ‘Many have undertaken to draw up

an account of the things that have been fulfilled among

us, just as they were handed down to us by those who

from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the

word. Therefore, since I myself have carefully

investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed

good also to me to write an orderly account for you,

most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the
certainty of the things you have been taught.’
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Luke is an historian.

He uses accurate, dateable, eyewitness accounts from

people he knows and has spoken with.

Almost certainly including the Virgin Mary.

And he uses other accounts of Jesus written by those who

lived with Jesus for three years.

Probably Mark’s gospel and possibly Matthew as well.

Luke’s gospel is historical.

But it’s not academic. Slide 10

We are not reading the Rise & Fall of the Roman Empire!

This is history with purpose; it will change your life!

Theophilus had been taught about Jesus.

Luke’s history made him certain; it gave him assurance.

Finally, Luke says he has written an orderly account. Slide 11

Every part of this gospel has a purpose, yet it fits together

as a whole.

And there are key themes that run through it that Luke

and the Lord does not want us to miss.

Luke selected the material he included for a reason.

And he has ordered it in a particular way for a reason.

That reason, that big picture, will become more and more

clear as we work though it.
IV.The story so far……2 women, two men, two prophets Slide 12

So what has happened so far?

The answer is two women, two miraculous conceptions,

two babies, two men and two elderly prophets.

God sent the angel Gabriel to two people, to say that they

were going to have babies.

One, Zechariah, would father his wife Elizabeth’s child.

Miraculous because they were well on in years and hadn’t

been able to conceive.

The other, Elizabeth’s young cousin Mary, with no help

from her soon to be husband, Joseph.
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So, two very important babies were on the way; one fully

human, a prophet who would prepare people for the

arrival of the other one.

Who would likewise be fully human, but also fully divine.

Both, God said, were key to him accomplishing his

long-held plan and promise.

To save his people from their sins and make them a

people blessed by God, living under him as their king,

eventually in the new heavens and the new Earth.

But that final bit was still way in the future.

So quite a few people knew, or at least had been told.

Elizabeth & Zechariah, Mary & Joseph, shepherds,

Simeon and Ann in last week’s passage.

But what of Jesus?

He was either not conceived, in the womb or a baby.

What did he know?

That is how Luke has teed up our passage about what

happened when Jesus was 12 years old.

So do you see the clear clues as to what our passage is

going to be about?
V.The boy Jesus at the temple Slide 13

At last Tony’s got to the story itself!

Yes, but you really did need that introductory material.

In fact, I’d suggest you keep your notes or download the

notes that will go up on the web site sermons page.

So, follow the passage with me, chapter 2v41.

Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of

the Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went

up to the Feast, according to the custom. After the Feast

was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy

Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were

unaware of it. Thinking he was in their company, they

travelled on for a day. Then they began looking for him

among their relatives and friends.
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When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to

look for him. After three days they found him in the temple

courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and

asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was

amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his

parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to

him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father

and I have been anxiously searching for you.” “Why were

you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn't you know I had to

be in my Father's house?” But they didn’t understand what

he was saying to them. Then he went down to Nazareth

with them and was obedient to them. But his mother

treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in

wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men.

Let me ask you a question.

If, as seems likely, Luke knew Mary, or indeed even if he

had only interviewed those who did know her well...

Luke must have learnt loads about Jesus aged 0 to 30.

So here’s my question: Why did Luke include just this one

story from all of those first 30 years?

Do you see what I mean about looking for the key point in

any passage of Scripture?

Always ask yourself: Why did God put this bit in, in this

place, and like this?

You could ask it another way: What would we not know if

this story weren’t included here and like this?

Now do you see what isn’t the most important thing here?

It’s not the families going on holiday to Jerusalem – that

happened the same at least once if not three times a year.

That’s as boring as Lynnie and me going to the same

little flat in Majorca every year, it’s not important!

And the most important thing isn’t Jesus debating the

teachers – we’re not told a single word any of them said.
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And it’s not the lost child or the frantic parents – Jesus

didn’t consider himself lost, and he didn’t think his

parents should have, either?

Incidentally, why not?

And nor is the key point in the passage ‘the thoughtless

Jesus’ – so we learn to teach our children to be more

thoughtful and sensible than Jesus was at their age!

No, throughout chapter 1 and 2 Luke has been focussing

on only one thing – Who is this child?

So the key to this passage must be v50.

‘But they [Joseph and Mary] didn’t understand what he

was saying to them.’

So you and I need to know tonight what it was that ‘he was

saying to them’, which they didn’t understand.

It’s going to come up time and again in Luke: that people

who knew Jesus best didn’t get who he was.

Just think of all that Mary and Joseph knew by now.

What Gabriel had told Zechariah about his coming son,

John the Baptist:

That John would go ahead of the Lord before he came.

What Gabriel then said to Mary:

That her miracle baby would be ‘the Son of the Most

High’ and ‘the Son of God’, and would reign forever.
What cousin Elizabeth told Mary: that she was none other

than the mother of the Lord God himself.

Who Zechariah prophesied would ‘give his people the

knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins.’

And all that’s without the prophecy of Simeon last week!

Are you getting what Jesus was saying to them?

Well, before he said it to them, do you get what they

discovered when they found Jesus in the temple courts?

They were too flustered and relieved to get it, even though

Luke says they were ‘astonished’.
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Sometimes, because of emotion, shock, worry or pain, you

can’t really take anything much in, can you?

Which is why we’re told in v51 that, though she didn’t yet

get who her son really was, she ‘treasured all these

things in her heart.’

I picture her very quiet and thoughtful on the three day

trek home with Joseph and Jesus.

So what did they discover when they found him?

Look at v46: ‘After three days they found him in the

temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to

them and asking them questions.’

These were the top religious teachers of the day, Pharisees

like Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea, who would later

become Jesus’ followers.

Or like Saul, who would meet the risen Jesus on the road

to Damascus and follow Jesus as the apostle Paul.

That’s who Jesus was listening to and asking questions of.

But, you say, I know lots of kids his age who are full of

questions they want answered.

Yes, so do I, but did you miss v47?

‘Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding

and his answers.’

But this particular 12 year old wasn’t just asking questions

about God, the universe and everything.

No, this particular 12 year old showed such understanding

in what he asked that the top religious teachers, who knew

their Bibles back to front, were asking him questions!

And it was his answers to their questions that blew

everyone away.

That’s what Mary and Joseph walked into in the temple!

Who is this child?
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Now I’ve no idea what you would have said.

In fact I have no idea what I would have said!

But I do know what Mary said, v48: ‘Son, why have you

treated us like this? Your father and I have been

anxiously searching for you.’

So here’s the thing!

Here the moment chapters 1&2 have been building up to.

This is the key to understanding our passage.

v49: ‘“Why were you searching for me? he asked. “Didn't

you know I had to be in my Father's house?”’

Where was Jesus? In the temple in Jerusalem.

Whose temple was it?

The Lord’s; the God of Israel; the one and only Almighty

God of the whole of Scripture.

The one who had promised to send his only son to save

people from their sins.

The one who had promised to call together a forgiven

people who would be his people and who would forever

live blessed, under his almighty rule.

Whose temple was it? Jesus’ father’s temple!
VI.Conclusion Slide 14

Luke worked very hard researching ‘the things that have

been fulfilled among us’, as he said at the start.

So that Theophilus, and then you and me ‘may know the

certainty of the things you have been taught.’

So that we might be certain of, and continue to grow in,

our understanding of who Jesus was and know him better.

And what have we learnt so far about who Jesus is?

He’s the Son of the Most High God; the Messiah king who

will reign over all of God’s people forever; the saviour

who will call people back into relationship with God,

through bringing them the forgiveness of their sins.

And we’ve learnt all of that in only the first two chapters!

Imagine all we’re going to discover in the rest of Luke!
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Shall we close with a cheat?

Let’s skip forward to chapter 10v21: ‘Jesus, full of joy

through the Holy Spirit, said, “... No-one knows who the

Son is except the Father, and no-one knows who the

Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son

chooses to reveal him.”’

Let’s ask Jesus to do just that, shall we?

Reveal who he is and who the father is to each of us.

Perhaps for the very first time.

Perhaps for the 1,001st time.
VII.Prayer (do business)
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