
Jesus is Lord!
St John's 17/2/2013 @ 10 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Readings: 1 Samuel 21v1-6; Luke 5v33 - 6v16

THE STORY SO FAR

Let’s just remind ourselves of the reason Luke wrote his

biography of Jesus, the man who was God.

He introduced it by saying ‘since I myself have carefully

investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed

good also to me to write an orderly account for you... so

that you may know the certainty of the things you have

been taught.’ Luke 1v3&4

And that’s what Luke’s about, it’s what gets him up in the

morning: encouraging those of you who are Christians

that what you’ve been taught about Jesus is true.

You’ve built your life on solid foundations!

And for those of you who aren’t yet Christians, Luke wants

you to take very seriously what he’s telling you about

Jesus.

Because the life you’re building needs Jesus’ foundations!

Today’s sermon comes with two health warnings on the

pack!

Firstly, if you’re a religious person, you’re in for a rough

ride at the hands of Jesus.

I’ll be as nice as pie with you, but Jesus won’t!

And secondly, if you’ve been happy just to sit and listen to

Jesus, he’s on the look out for men and women who will

follow him, change the world and even die!
I. Fasting and feasting 5v33-39 

Last week Pete left us at a party!

Typical Pete, you might say!

Jesus has called a man named Levi, a.k.a. Matthew who

later wrote Matthew’s gospel, to follow him.

Levi collected Roman taxes from his own people.

Probably didn’t get invited to many parties!
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Anyway, when Jesus called him to leave behind his old life,

what did he do?

He threw a party.

Why did he do that?

So that all his mates could meet Jesus for themselves.

For most of 2013 we’re going to be presenting Jesus,

Sunday by Sunday, as we work through Luke’s gospel.

That is so that you, who’re following Jesus, can do a ‘Levi’.

Invite your friends, your neighbours, your colleagues, your

family to meet Jesus here on Sundays.

I know it’s not a party – that was last Tuesday, and well

done to those of you who brought your friends.

But you could invite them to Sunday lunch after church,

and discuss what you’ve learned.

Will you do that?

Not for me, definitely not for Pete, but for Jesus?

Because Jesus has captured your heart and turned your
life around, like he did Levi?

Back to the party and the religious types don’t seem to

have an invite – they’re hanging around outside!

Which doesn’t matter because they don’t want to go to

parties with such a rough bunch.

But we ended last week at v32 with Jesus saying this rough

bunch need him, need forgiveness, need a fresh start!

Like sick people, and he’s the doctor.

But the religious types are determined to ruin the party, as

religious people always do, v33:

‘They said to him, “John's disciples often fast and pray,

and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours go on

eating and drinking.”’

It’s not actually a question, it’s a challenge.

‘Some religious leader you are! You’re always having fun

and looking happy!’
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If you want to think through fasting as a Christian, then you

need to be at a home group this week.

If you’re not yet a member, ask Rob, Pete or me about

what’s involved.

For now, you just need to know that God only commanded

the Jews to fast one day a year.

As a sign of how bad you felt for letting God down.

Trouble is, by Jesus’ day, they’d added so many new

rules that the religious types fasted twice every week!

And boy, did they love to let you know!

‘Sorry I’m looking so pasty today, always happens every

time I fast. But you’re looking well!’

Verse 34: ‘Jesus answered, “Can you make the guests of

the bridegroom fast while he is with them? But the time

will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them;

in those days they will fast.”’

Jesus is saying ‘I’m not a religious leader like you guys,

trying to make people feel bad. I’m God the Son. I’ve

come as promised, motivated by love, to rescue every

spiritually poor, blind, oppressed and imprisoned

person. You’ve waited so long for me to come, and here I

am. It’s time to celebrate! Think wedding, not funeral!’

But even this early on, he’s flagging up that his funeral is
on the cards, when he ‘will be taken from them’.

So it won’t be death from natural causes.

Christian, do you know you’re commanded to rejoice?

 Jesus says in next week’s passage: ‘Rejoice in that day

and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven.’

Be joyful; wear a smile on your face; be great to be with;

be an inspiration and a brilliant advert for following

Jesus!

And if you think that’s hard, just you wait for next week,

as you see when he says you should rejoice!
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But Jesus doesn’t stop there.
He drives home the point that his arrival means
something new in God’s plan.

And that calls for a new way of living and relating to God.
Elsewhere he calls it a new covenant or new testament.
Everything’s changing, he says.
And you know how much religious people like change!

Verse 36: ‘He told them this parable: “No-one tears a
patch from a new garment and sews it on an old one. If he
does, he’ll have torn the new garment, and the patch from
the new won’t match the old.”

My old gardening jeans are in need of some TLC.
So I ask Lynn if she can patch them and she says she
hasn’t got any suitable material.

‘What about those new chinos you’ve just bought me from
Land’s End?’, I venture bravely.

Her response is the 2nd half of v36, or something like it!
Verse 37 ‘And no-one pours new wine into old wineskins.’
Which stretch when the leather is new to allow the
fermentation, but won’t stretch a second time.

‘If he does, the new wine will burst the skins, the wine will
run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, new wine
must be poured into new wineskins.’

So when we lived in Godalming I made elderberry wine.
The year we moved to the vicar factory in north London it
hadn’t quite finished fermenting, but I bottled it anyway.

On arrival in Southgate, I put the bottles horizontal on
their racks facing the back door, and went to bed.

Next morning, a very sweet smell greeted us!
And with it, a very big cleanup and redecorate!

Jesus is bringing good news that’s like fermenting wine.
It can’t be contained within a rigid, rule-based religion.
He’s bringing a new covenant, not just an updated version
of the old one.
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And you know how much religious people like change!

v39 ‘no-one after drinking old wine wants the new, for he

says, ‘The old is better.”’

And Jesus knows that many will reject him, because they

prefer the ‘old wine’, the religious rules they have.

Fasting was given by God as a way or privately showing the

Lord just how serious your are about cleaning up your life.

About changing and going God’s way.

Religious people made it into a system of rules that would

show others how religious they are.

And, they hoped, that would show God how good they are!
II.The Sabbath Lord – 6v1-5

Now, if you think fasting was contentious, you just wait for

the ‘Keep Sunday Special’ campaigners in chapter 6!

Nothing more clearly showed where the religious types

had gone wrong than concerning the Sabbath.

v1: ‘One Sabbath Jesus was going through the cornfields,

and his disciples began to pick some ears of corn, rub

them in their hands and eat the grain. Some of the

Pharisees asked, [yes, they’re there again!] “Why are you

doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”’

Now, keeping the Sabbath, Friday sunset to Saturday

sunset, is one of the Ten Commandments; you knew that.

But did you know that it’s the only one of the ten that isn’t

affirmed by Jesus and the apostles?

Did you know that in Acts, the early Christians changed

the day they met to Sunday, to make clear the break

with Old Testament Jewish religion?

And did you know that the apostle Paul wrote in Colossians:

‘don’t let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with

regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a

Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things that were to

come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.’ 2v17f
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Actually, picking food from someone’s field was specifically

allowed in the Old Testament.

You couldn’t turn up with a combine harvester!

But you could pick what you wanted if you were hungry.

So that’s not their problem.

No, their problem was that the Ten Commandments said

you mustn’t work on the Sabbath.

And because God hadn’t defined ‘work’, they did!

By Jesus’ days they’d come up with a thousand rules

about what work you couldn’t do on the Sabbath!

So for example, they said you can’t harvest on the Sabbath.

And that excluded gathering, threshing, winnowing and

preparing food from the corn.

In Israel today, they have Sabbath elevators in hotels.

As Jews can’t use electricity on the Sabbath, the elevator

stops at every floor so you don’t have to press buttons!

Jesus would have loved that one!

The vast majority of those rules were negative prohibitions;

statements of what was not allowed.

And so many have been put off Jesus and Christianity by

all they’ve been told they can’t do, especially on Sunday,

which some Christians call ‘Sabbath’.

v3: ‘Jesus answered them, “Have you never read what

David did when he and his companions were hungry?

[That’s King David, their greatest ever king]. He entered

the house of God, and taking the consecrated bread, he

ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave

some to his companions.”’

As we heard in our first reading.

Infringing a ceremonial rule, even one found in the Bible,

to meet a real human need isn’t condemned in Scripture.

They were hungry and the priest had compassion on them.

‘Good for him’, says Jesus!
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Then Jesus really hits them hard:
v5: ‘Then Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is Lord of
the Sabbath.”’

Oh my word!
He called himself that last week when he forgave the sins
of the paralysed man let down through the roof.
And then he healed him to prove he, the Son of Man,
Jesus, had the authority to forgive sins.

And they all said ‘But only God can forgive sins!’
Now he says that he, the Son of Man, is Lord of the Sabbath.
What does that mean?

The Sabbath was set up by God back at creation.
God created over 6 days, and on the seventh he rested.
‘Sabbath’, in the original Hebrew language means ‘to rest’.

God Sabbathed, so he kindly said you can Sabbath as well.
Take a day off every week!
Rest, have a lie in, worship God, eat a leisurely meal, enjoy
time with family and friends, take a nap, kick a ball.

Get spiritually & physically refreshed for next week’s work!
So although the Sabbath commandment doesn’t apply to
Christians as it did the Jews, it’s still a very good
principle.
You can have a day off; enjoy it!
It helps you focus afresh on God, get recharged, and it
reminds you the world doesn’t collapse without you!

Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath because it was his idea!
He was involved in creation, so he is Lord of creation.
He has the authority over every single area of your life.

That is true whether you are a Christian or not.
Jesus simply is Lord – God made that decision long ago.

But have you accepted that fact yet, in your life?
Does he determine how you spend your time, money, how
you treat other people, what you watch and read.

Is following him radically changing your life and your heart?
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III.The Sabbath healer 6v6-11

So, you’d imagine that the religious people aren’t pleased.

But it’s not until the next Sabbath encounter that we see

just how angry they’re getting.

v6: ‘On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and

was teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was

shrivelled. The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were

looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched

him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath.’

They weren’t there to learn from him.

They weren’t there to find out if he really was what he was

claiming to be, the Son of God, God’s Messiah-king.

No, they ‘were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus’.

And yes, you’ve guessed it, they had rules about healing on

the Sabbath.

You can only heal if it was a matter of life or death.

A&E was open; the surgery was not!

And just like with the paralysed man, v8: ‘Jesus knew what

they were thinking and said to the man with the shrivelled

hand, “Get up and stand in front of everyone.” So he got

up and stood there.’

In cricket, that’s called playing on the front foot!

It’s taking the game to the opposition!

Jesus is not doing this stuff in secret!

v9: ‘Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is lawful on the

Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?”

This guy’s life must have been half-ruined by his disability,

and Jesus was here, willing to save his life.

And all the religious types could think of was how to

destroy Jesus.

v10: ‘He looked round at them all, and then said to the

man, “Stretch out your hand.” He did so, and his hand

was completely restored.’
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Jesus knew that after loving God, the most important law

was to ‘love your neighbour as yourself’.

Your neighbour is anyone in need that you come across.

Loving means helping them as you’d want to be helped.

Jesus has the opportunity, the heart, power and authority

to restore the crippled man, so of course, he does.

And in doing so, Jesus broke their Sabbath rule!

v11: ‘But they were furious and began to discuss with one

another what they might do to Jesus.’

What kind of twisted minds could react like that?

They were saying Jesus was being ungodly to heal him!

For saying four words to heal this poor man!

So they start discussing what to do with Jesus.

And at some point, perhaps here, perhaps a little later,

their discussions turn to how to kill him.

And he’s ungodly for healing on the Sabbath.

Trouble is, it’s so easy for you and me as Christians to

slide down this route to what is called ‘legalism’.

You start the Christian life amazed at God’s love, mercy

and kindness to you.

You’re thrilled that you have a new Christian family and a

new heart and a new way of living life in all its fulness.

But ever so slowly, you can lose your first love for Jesus.

You introduce rules that help your relationship with God.

But your heart cools to him, and eventually the main thing

you’re left with is the rules you made.

And then you start telling others that they should keep the

same rules.

You Christians, always be on your guard, watching your

heart, for the sinful tendency to make rules to impress.

It didn’t work back then; it won’t work today.
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And if you’re not yet a Christian, please see it isn’t about

keeping rules.

It’s about celebrating all that Jesus has done for you.

Jesus is calling you to follow him, not to keep rules.

It’s so hard to see in your own life the little wrong moves

today that might take you tomorrow in that cold direction.

So here’s my tip.

Every morning, when you spend some time reading and

studying the Bible and praying, ask God to keep an eye

on your heart that day.

I use the last two verses of Psalm 139: ‘Search me, O

God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious

thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and

lead me in the way everlasting.’

Don’t, whatever you do, end up like these religious types in

Luke’s gospel.
IV.The new foundation 6v12-16

Our section concludes when Jesus selects twelve of his

disciples whom he will specially train and send.

The word ‘apostle’ means ‘sent’.

And next week their training starts for real.

But Luke places this turning point here, as he wants us to

see what Jesus is doing.

After all the rejection of the religious leaders, Jesus is

starting afresh.

He’s rejecting those leaders who have rejected him, and

he’s appointing new ones in their place.

Because new wine needs new wineskins.

New material can’t be used to patch up old garments.
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It’s significant that Jesus selects and calls 12 of them, as

there had been 12 sons of Israel, which became the tribes

within the nation of Israel.

It’s significant that he chose 12 men, and not 6 men and

6 women, as men always had the key responsibility to

lead in the home and among God’s people.

And it’s significant that Jesus chose very ordinary men,

not scholars, and certainly not religious types.

But that’s for the next stage.

For now, let’s celebrate the fact that Jesus brought the

good news, which was like new wine.

Let’s avoid religious rule-keeping and looking down on

others.

Let’s watch our hearts.

Instead, let’s love him, treasure him, celebrate and enjoy

him, tells others of him, and follow and obey him as Lord

even of the Sabbath.
V.Prayer (do business)
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