
God's amazing - He deserves all we are!
St John's 14/7/2013 @ 6:30 pm

Readings: Romans 11:33-12:8; Malachi  1 v 6 to 2 v 9

Introduction

God’s amazing – he deserves all we are!

And a great deal more, besides!

But does he get that from you?

Your best hour of each day, or is it just a quick prayer and

a read of some short Bible notes as you fall asleep?

A significant proportion of your income, or just the

occasional fiver in the plate, if you can spare it?

And an open heart, that always tells him everything that’s

going on in your life; or do you only turn to him when

you’ve exhausted every other avenue?

See, that was the problem with God’s Old Testament

people, Israel, for pretty much most of their history.

Half-hearted, distracted, unfaithful to their Heavenly Father.

Chasing after any and everything else; self, self, self!

This is serious stuff, and because you and I live this side of

Jesus’ life and loving sacrifice, we need to listen up even

more when God says these things. Slide 2

As the New Testament book of Hebrews says: ‘We must

pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have

heard, so that we do not drift away.’ Hebrews 2:1

So, here’s what God’s people are told in this next section

of Malachi: Slide 3

They despise God and his name, in chapter 1v6-14

When they should ‘Honour my name’, in chapter 2v1-9

I. Despising God and his name 1v6-14 Slide 4
Chapter 1v6: ‘“A son honours his father, and a servant his

master (we might say, ‘an employee, their boss’). If I am
a father, where is the honour due to me? If I’m a master,
where’s the respect due to me?” says the LORD Almighty.

“It is you, O priests, who show contempt for my name.”’
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What does it mean, to show contempt for God’s name? 

Well, it’s much more than just swearing.

Hanging out with a Vicar is tough for a non-Christian.

So often I’ve heard someone stub their toe, or whatever.

‘O God! O Jesus I’ve just sworn! Christ, I’ve done it again!’

Now, to use a friend’s name as a swear word is pretty naff,

not to mention weird!

‘O Pete!’

But to use God’s name as a swear word is far worse.

Jesus said. ‘Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’, and your ‘No’,

‘No’..’ Matthew 5:37

But this is much more serious than bad language!

The name of God in the Bible means his revealed

character and his presence.

Like when Moses asked to see a glimpse of God’s glory: Slide 5

‘Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there

with [Moses] and proclaimed his name, the LORD. And he

passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the

LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to

anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining

love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and

sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished..’ Exodus 34v5

How does God show his glory to Moses?

By telling him his name; telling him what he’s like. Slide 6

So do you see, to show contempt for God’s name means to

despise who God is, what he’s like, his character.

But God’s name is also shorthand for his presence.

God talks in the Old Testament about building a temple

‘for my name’.

So God was never far from them.

He made himself accessible to them in their temple; yet even

when he is present, the priests show contempt for him. 
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God’s name is a central theme in Malachi.

In v6, they ought to show him honour and respect.

Yet, v9, they show contempt for God’s name.

In chapter 2v5, the priests should follow the ancestor

Levi’s example, who ‘revered me and stood in awe of my

name’. 

And 430 years later Jesus says, ‘This then is how you should

pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name’.

Christian, whenever you’re with anyone, you show God’s

name; his character and his presence with you.

You’re either hallowing his name or showing contempt for it.

There’s no middle ground.

Which has it been for you this past week?

Have you shown people God as he has revealed himself?

Have you been compassionate and gracious, slow to

anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, and forgiving?

Or, known as a Christian, have you painted a false picture

of the Lord by your words, attitudes, actions?

Has anyone ever said of you, ‘If that’s what their God is

like, I want nothing to do with him’?

One unique thing about Malachi is the way God often

accuses them of some sin, they say ‘Prove it’, and he

then gives them the evidence.

Talking back to God and demanding he make his case,

has never been a good idea!

Like a mouthy apprentice before Lord Sugar!

It wasn’t for these priests in Malachi’s day.

It wasn’t for the priests and teachers in Jesus’ day, as

we’ve been seeing in Luke’s gospel.

And it is isn’t today, for you and me.

Page 3 of 10

   



Look at the second paragraph:

‘But you ask, “How have we shown contempt for your

name?” “You place defiled food on my altar.” But you

ask, “How have we defiled you?” “By saying that the

LORD's table is contemptible. When you bring blind
animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you

sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong?

Try offering them to your governor! Would he be pleased

with you? Would he accept you?” says the LORD

Almighty. “Now implore God to be gracious to us. With

such offerings from your hands, will he accept you?” –

says the LORD Almighty.’

One commentator calls them ‘road-kill sacrifices’!

The priests’ idea of worship couldn’t be more different to God’s.

So God gives them the evidence that they despise Him. 

Some sacrifices were to get forgiveness from God. 

How bizarre to offer a sin sacrifice that’s of no value to you!

What does that say about your attitude to your sin?

Other sacrifices were for thanks to God or dedication to him.

How thanked would you feel with a gift like that?

‘A diseased animal! How thoughtful. You really shouldn’t

have!’

It’s bizarre!

These blind, crippled and diseased sacrifices revealed lots

about the worshippers who offered them, and the priests

who accepted them.

How typical that they didn’t have the nerve to actually

stop offering sacrifices, like a half-hearted Christian who

keeps coming to church....

But keep going through the motions of serving God, when

their hearts, lips and lives were far away from God.

Half-hearted, distracted, unfaithful to their Heavenly Father.
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We don’t know if the priests led this insult to God, or if the

people did and the priests were too weak to stop it.

Either way, they’re all responsible before God.

And again, if you’re a Christian, it’s even worse for us.

The temple sacrifices were meant to point forward to the

sacrifice of Christ, killed in my place for my sins!

Killed in your place for your sins!

And the priests were meant to point forward to Christ, our

great high priest. Slide 7

Romans 8v34: ‘Who is he that condemns [you]? Christ

Jesus, who died – more than that, who was raised to life –

is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.’

Jesus is at this very moment at God’s right hand in heaven.

But the wounds from the cross, in his hands, his side and

his feet, haven’t fully healed even today.

Jesus doesn’t need to speak in order to intercede for us,

to make our case and beg the Father’s forgiveness.

His scars show the price has been paid for all of our sins.

So again, listen to the warning from Hebrews:  Slide 8

‘How much more severely do you think a man deserves to

be punished who has trampled the Son of God under

foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the

covenant that sanctified him [that’s Jesus’ blood], and

who has [therefore] insulted the Spirit of grace?’  Hebrews 10:29

To despise sacrifices in Malachi’s day was to despise

God’s provision for forgiveness and cleansing from sin.

Almost to despise Jesus and his death itself!

The book of Hebrews again: Jesus ‘didn’t enter by means

of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most

Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained

eternal redemption.’ Hebrews 9:12 
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Never, ever show contempt for God’s sacrifice of his only

son, Jesus, in your place.

There is no greater offence you could ever show him.

But how might we show contempt for Jesus’ sacrifice?0

Let me read you a quote by Peter Adam, who spoke at the

recent ministers’ conferences Pete and I attended.

‘We despise the sacrifice of Christ if we think that we don’t

need it, if we replace it with sacrifices that we make, if

we think that it is an unacceptable idea in today’s world,

if we are embarrassed about it, or if we neglect to teach

others about it in our evangelism. 

We despise the sacrifice of Christ if we think that we can

approach God without claiming access to him solely
through the blood of Christ. 

We despise the sacrifice of Christ if we don’t constantly

confess our sins, and ask God to make us clean by the
blood of Jesus. 

We despise the sacrifice of Christ if we continue in brazen

sin.’

Never, ever show contempt for God’s sacrifice of his only

son, Jesus, in your place.

Because there is no greater offence you could ever show him.

Let me just make the obvious point about leadership:

If the leaders of God’s people, the priests in Malachi’s day

– and don’t forget it was also their job to teach the Bible..

if those priests were showing contempt for God’s name,

what hope was there for the people?

Same applies to the Christian church today.

So Christians, you need to commit yourselves, every

single one of you, to at least two things.
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Firstly, you need to pray lots for all leaders in the church.
Not just us leaders here, but for the new bishops and
archdeacons who will be appointed in Guildford shortly.

For the new Archbishop of Canterbury.
For the new Pope!
For the leaders of the Anglican church worldwide.

That we will never show contempt for God’s name.
But teach God’s word, revealing his character and presence.

And secondly, all Christians are now called priests.
So you’re responsible for knowing the Lord and his words
in Scripture so well that you can hold us to account.

It is so helpful when teaching to know that you’re taking
the Bible so seriously that we can’t get away with sloppy
preparation, or the subtle tendency to excuse sin.

Or to go along with society, not to mention pressures from
church hierarchy, and so show contempt for God’s name.

At the end of Isaiah, God tells us who he esteems, whether
a leader or follower in his church. Slide 11

‘This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite
in spirit, and trembles at my word.’  Isaiah 66:1

God wants leaders in his church who are humble and
tremble, take incredibly seriously, every word in his Bible.

So that’s what you need to be praying for us and for the
coming new leadership in the Guildford Diocese.

How awful if God were to turn from us, like he did to Israel,
and say to us, v10: ‘Oh, that one of you would shut the
temple doors, so that you would not light useless fires on
my altar! I am not pleased with you, says the LORD
Almighty, and I will accept no offering from your hands.’

Or as Jesus put it: ‘Many will say to me on that day,
“Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in
your name drive out demons and perform many
miracles?” Then I will tell them plainly, “I never knew
you. Away from me, you evildoers!”’ Matthew 7:22
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II.Honour my name - 2v1-9 Slide 13
The second part is chapter 2v1-9, ‘Honour my name’.

And again he is specifically addressing the priests.

Chapter 2v1: ‘And now this admonition is for you, O

priests. If you don’t listen, and if you do not set your

heart to honour my name,’ says the LORD Almighty, ‘I

will send a curse upon you, and I will curse your

blessings. Yes, I have already cursed them, because you

have not set your heart to honour me.’

The priests’ calling brings great responsibility, which

brings the danger of great judgment.

And it’s the same today in Jesus’ church.

James 3v1 says: ‘Not many of you should presume to be

teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who

teach will be judged more strictly.’

In the first section, the issue was sacrifices; here it’s their

other responsibility, teaching the Bible. 

So Moses prayed of the priests: ‘He teaches your precepts

to Jacob and your law to Israel.’ Deuteronomy 33:10

If the priests had done their job and taught God’s word,

perhaps prophets wouldn’t have had to call them to God!

But the priests have been neglecting both aspects of

their ministry: sacrifices and teaching.

Look at v7: ‘For the lips of a priest ought to preserve

knowledge [that’s the knowledge of God in Scripture]...

‘... and from his mouth men should seek instruction –

because he is the messenger of the LORD Almighty. But

you have turned from the way and by your teaching have

caused many to stumble; you have violated the covenant

with Levi,’ says the LORD Almighty. ‘So I have caused

you to be despised and humiliated before all the people,

because you have not followed my ways but have shown

partiality in matters of the law.’
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Isn’t it extraordinary that just two weeks ago we were in

Luke’s gospel and Jesus was saying exactly the same

thing to the Pharisees and teachers of God’s Law.

And that back there in Luke 11, Jesus did exactly what

God said he would do through Malachi.

Jesus ‘despised and humiliated before all the people’ the

Scribes & Pharisees.

These priests in Malachi ‘have turned from the way and by

your teaching have caused many to stumble.

And Jesus said: ‘Woe to you experts in the law, because

you have taken away the key to knowledge. You

yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered

those who were entering.’

Of course, the best antidote to despising God’s name, his

revealed character and presence, is in v2: ‘set your heart

to honour my name,’ says the LORD Almighty...’

When the priests were so bad, the Lord provides a picture

of godly priesthood.

v4: ‘I have sent you this admonition so that my covenant

with Levi may continue,’ says the LORD Almighty.

Levi was the forefather of every priest.

‘My covenant was with him, a covenant of life and peace,

and I gave them to him; this called for reverence and he

revered me and stood in awe of my name. True
instruction was in his mouth and nothing false was found

on his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness,

and turned many from sin.’

Malachi points to the attitude that should lie at the heart of

godly leadership, namely reverence towards God’s name.

Then they will teach God’s people the truth, not error.

And you can flip it.

Those who teach God’s people the truth, and not error,

will revere God and God’s name.
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But this virtuous circle goes even further:

The true Bible teacher will then lead a life of integrity and

pastoral usefulness:

‘He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and turned

many from sin.’

Of course, we don’t need priests to offer sacrifices,

because Jesus dies once for all.

But God does still provide leaders for his people.

And, as in Malachi’s day and Jesus’ day, good leaders

bring great blessing and bad leaders cause chaos.

Paul lists two requirements of church leaders in his letter

to Titus; that they set a good example of godliness, teach

truth and correct error: Slide 14

‘An elder must be blameless, the husband of but one wife,

a man whose children believe and are not open to the

charge of being wild and disobedient. Since an overseer is

entrusted with God's work, he must be blameless – not

overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to

drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain.

Rather he must be hospitable, one who loves what is

good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined.

[There’s the godliness] He must hold firmly to the

trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can

encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who

oppose it.’ [There’s the faithful Bible teaching.] Titus 1:5-9

These qualities are what God didn’t find in Malachi, and

that the Lord Jesus didn’t find in his day.

May God raise up such leaders for his church today, and

continue to raise up such leaders for future generations.

God’s amazing – he deserves all we are!

And a great deal more, besides!

Leaders and people alike.
III.Prayer (do business)
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