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Week 2: The Power (3:13 - 6:6) 

1. Introduction 

This won't be so stressful today because you already know roughly where I'm 

going with Mark's gospel. So all we have to do tonight is the exposition of the 

next section of Mark. So take a deep breath and relax! And I know that a few of 

you are concerned that you can’t remember things very well. This isn’t an exam! 

Ordering the book? 

Missing link from last week? 

We’re going to look at section 2 which runs from chapter 3 verse 13 to chapter 6 

verse six. You will need your Bible open at Mark chapter 3. 

Last week I said that Block A and Block C always have something in common. On 

the outline you will see that there are two things in common in this section. One 

is very obviously opposition, from the family in Block A when they wanted to 

take him home because he's off his head. And in Block C is the story of Jesus 

preaching in the synagogue in Nazareth, and again there is opposition. So there 

is opposition in Block A and Block C. 

There is also something about power in both of those blocks. Look at chapter 3 

verse 22: ‘And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, 

“He is possessed by Beelzebub! By the prince of demons he is driving out 

demons.”’. In other words, they are saying he has got power, but he's using 

Satan's power. They are not denying his ability to drive out Demons, they just 

saying he's doing it by the power of Satan. 

And then have a look in Block C, in chapter 6 verse 5, this very strange verse for 

us I think. After people have taken offence at him: ‘He could not do any miracles 

there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them.’ An 

extraordinary way to put it, isn't it! The idea is there that he didn't have the 

power to do it – this seems to be something about power in both blocks A and C 

as well as opposition. 

So the question is, where does the power come from that changes people's 

lives. And I think that Block B gives us the answer to that. Look at the logic. 

There are four parables about the power of the word of God, and four miracles 

about the power of Jesus. And of course that is not two sources of power, but 

one source of power, because when Jesus does miracles he does it through his 

word. That is always God's way. 
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Just before we look at the incident in more detail, here we get the first 

examples of a Mark Sandwich: Mark starts to tell a story, breaks off to tell us 

something else, and then returns to the story. And the two pieces of bread in 

the sandwich allusion often have something in common with the filling. There 

are two examples of it here, firstly in chapter 3:20-35. 

In v21 you've got opposition from the family: ‘When his family heard about this, 

they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”’. Then in 

v31 they arrive and try to take him home. In between we’ve got opposition from 

the Teachers of the Law, so it is an ‘opposition sandwich’. So it's very clear what 

connection the filling hands with two slices of bread in sandwich. It's’ 

opposition’. 

Similarly, in chapter 5:21-43, Jairus comes to Jesus because his daughter is 

dying. And Jesus sets off with him to his house. On the way, he’s approached by 

the woman with chronic bleeding who is healed when she simply touches 

Jesus's clothes. Jesus then arrives at Jairus’ house and heals his daughter. So the 

sandwich is Jairus, woman, Jairus. Two miracles. 

Let's look at the individual events. There isn’t time to read them all out, so make 

sure you have the passage open. [7 mins] 

2. Exposition 

Block A (3:13-35) 

� Appointing of the 12 Apostles 3v13-19 

First of all there's the appointing of the 12 Apostles starting in chapter 3 verse 

13: ‘Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and 

they came to him.’ And Jesus is being very provocative here. If Jesus had 

appointed 11 apostles, or 13, it wouldn't have been provocative, but he 

appointed 12. When the religious leaders get wind of this, how many apostles 

Jesus is choosing, they will be getting even more worried about Jesus. This is 

because there were originally 12 tribes of Israel, though most had been lost 

centuries before, and Jesus is calmly calling 12 Apostles. 

Remember last week we saw Jesus in the desert for 40 days and I said it seemed 

to be an allusion to when God started his own people with 40 years in the 

desert? Well, again here, choosing 12 Apostles when they were 12 tribes of 

Israel sounds ever so like Jesus is provocatively starting a new people of God. 

Remember the references last week to the Old Testament prophecies about 

God’s coming new covenant when m comes? He's starting from scratch. We will 

see more of that as we go on through the gospel. 
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And notice why he calls them in verse 14: ‘He appointed twelve - designating 

them apostles - that they might be with him and that he might send them out 

to preach.’ You’d expect that he wants to train them to go out and preach the 

good news – we’ve seen that was his priority, why he came. But the first reason 

why Jesus calls the 12 is not to send them out or to give them a ministry, but is 

because he wants to be with him. And that is true of us too. 

� Opposition from the family  v20-21 

Then, of course, there's the opposition from the family starting at verse 21, 

where they think he is out of his mind. This isn't the last time a family have 

thought someone the out of their mind because they follow Jesus! [Dad story!] 

� Opposition from the Jewish leaders v22 Jesus warns them v28-29 

Then there is the opposition from the Jewish leaders, verse 22: ‘And the 

teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by 

Beelzebub! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.”’. Jesus's answer 

here in vv 23-30 is quite extended. First of all, he says it’s very illogical to say he 

might be driving out Demons by the Prince of Demons. Why would Satan be 

attacking his own kingdom? It's just not logical. 

Then there is a very important verse in the middle there, verse 27, which 

explains what is actually happening here: ‘In fact, no-one can enter a strong 

man's house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. 

Then he can rob his house.’ Very important little parable. The strongman is 

obviously Satan, who has men and women in his power. And what Jesus is doing 

in driving out Demons is he's tying up Satan, the strongman, so that he can set 

men and women free. 

And then in versus 28-29 there is the warning against the blasphemy against the 

Holy Spirit, which can never be forgiven. Jesus doesn't say that the religious 

leaders have committed the sin, he just warns them that it’s a big danger for 

them. The sin comes there in verse 30: Jesus ‘said this because they were 

saying, “He has an evil spirit.”’. They’re on the edge of calling satanic and evil 

what was obviously from God or of God,. 

It is extraordinary how the tension between Jesus and the religious leaders rises 

in Mark gospel. We had it last week where we had in Block B four incidents with 

no human opposition, and then four incidents with human opposition from the 

religious leaders. And in chapter 3v6 the religious leaders decided to kill Jesus. 

And now we've got them saying that he is possessed. Very strong stuff, how the 

opposition is building. 
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� The family again  v31-35 

Then the family arrive, and again something very important is said by Jesus. He’s 

told that his family have arrived in v31 and 32 and his response is in verse 33f: 

‘“Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked. Then he looked at those 

seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers!”’ 

Interesting that Jesus is clearly starting a new family. 

He's already said he starting a new people of God, but the new people of God is 

going to be his new family. And it's the people who do the will of his father who 

are his true family. But the disciples might be worried at the end of Block A. 

Imagine you're one of the disciples. If Jesus really is from God and speaking the 

truth, how is it that the people who know him best, his family, are against him? 

And how is it that people who know their Bibles best, the religious leaders, are 

against him? You can imagine that the disciples might get a bit concerned about 

this. Can it really be true that Jesus is speaking the truth and is from God if his 

family and the religious leaders are against him? Why is this? And the first 

incident of Block  B is going to tell us the answer. [Families/church leaders?] 

Block B (4:1-5:43) 

Four parables about the power of the Word of God: 

a.  The Sower 4v1-20 

Jesus says the parable of the sower is the most important parable: Why? Have a 

look at v13: ‘Then Jesus said to them, “Don't you understand this parable? How 

then will you understand any parable?”’ In other words, this is the parable you 

have to get if you’re going to understand anything else. It’s the most important 

parable because it's about listening to the Word of God. It's about how you 

listen to God's word. And if you don’t correctly listen to the Word of God, you 

obviously won’t get anything else about the Christian gospel because that’s 

where God has put it all! Simples! 

In fact if you look down at the explanation of the parable in v14-20, you will see 

that the word ‘word’ comes in every verse. And so this explains the opposition 

because Jesus says there are four kinds of human heart.  

Do you see the verses I've written down there, v15 v16-17 v18-19 v20? In pairs, 

read them one at a time and for each soil type describe that kind of person's 

heart. [‘hard’; ‘shallow/superficial’; ‘too busy/preoccupied’; ‘open and humble’]. 

There are four kinds of human heart. That is why, whenever we preach or you 

explain the gospel to someone, there are different reactions. 
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But notice the purpose of parables. If you ask most people why Jesus spoke in 

parables, they will say something like ‘Because they were much easier to 

understand for simple people like those Jesus spoke to.’ And for years I though 

that, though I got increasingly worried. See, I find Jesus’ parables some of the 

hardest things to understand in Scripture! And so, the more aware I became of 

not understanding Jesus’ parables, more worried I got if they were used to make 

things as easy as possible. Then one day I did something strange. I read what 

Jesus actually said, instead of what I though he must have meant. 

v10-12 explain the purpose of parables: ‘When he was alone, the Twelve and 

the others around him asked him about the parables. He told them, “The secret 

of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the outside 

everything is said in parables so that, “’they may be ever seeing but never 

perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might 

turn and be forgiven!’”’. 

The purpose of parables is not an intelligence test but an openness test. Your 

reaction to the parables will tell you if you are open to what God is saying, or 

not. Some people will just laugh them off and ignore them. Some will give them 

some thought, actually at first think Christianity looks great, but soon they get 

hit with some kind of trouble or difficulty in following Jesus, and they say ‘I don't 

understand this gospel stuff, and anyway I’m not that interested’, and they walk 

away. A third group hear the gospel and respond and become Christian. But 

stuff gets in the way, and instead of God being no 1 in their life as Jesus said, 

money or jobs or relationships or felt needs or whatever come first. And so, 

Jesus says, the Word in unfruitful in their lives. Jesus’ gospel message doesn’t 

bear any fruit in that person. 

Now, does Jesus mean they don’t actually become Christians in the first place? 

The word doesn’t bear fruit in that total sense? Or does he mean that they 

become Christians, and hang on by the skin of their teeth, but their lives donr 

produce any fruit of becoming like Jesus. And they never talk to others about 

Jesus and so no others become Christians, so the word bears no fruit in their 

lives in that sense. I’m not sure. But I am sure that whichever Jesus’ meant, and 

he might have meant to leave it open, I don’t want to be that kind of soil! 

The fourth group of people will do what the disciples do in verse 10 ‘When he 

was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about the 

parables.’ And what they do again in verse 34: ‘He did not say anything to them 

without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he 

explained everything.’ In other words they want to know, so they ask questions. 
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You know the cliché that ‘Light received brings more light; light rejected brings 

night’. If we respond to the light because we really want to understand, then 

God will give us more light and understanding. But if we reject it, we will get to 

understand less and less. So there were some people who are asking for more 

and some people who were just saying no and the parables, indeed the word of 

God generally, will tell you which group you are in. It's the way you react to the 

Word of God. The Word of God reveals what kind of people we are. 

b.  The Lamp v21-25 

Same thing happens with the parable of the Lamp in verse 21 to 25: ‘He said to 

them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? Instead, don't 

you put it on its stand? For whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, and 

whatever is concealed is meant to be brought out into the open. If anyone has 

ears to hear, let him hear. Consider carefully what you hear,” he continued. 

“With the measure you use, [he means the effort you put into really 

understanding and taking to heart God’s word] it will be measured to you - and 

even more. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what 

he has will be taken from him.”’ 

It's the same principle again: ‘Light received brings more light; light rejected 

brings night.’ The Word of God is like a lamp or a light; the question is whether 

we respond positively or reject. 

c.  The Seed Growing Secretly night and day 4v26-29 

Incident c., this lovely little parable, is only in Mark's gospel. It's about the guy 

who goes and sows seed. There is no point in him digging up to see if it's 

growing – he just carries on with his life. The power is in the seed. And the seed 

is growing because that’s what seeds do! And so, verse v27: ‘Night and day, 

whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not 

know how.’ You see that this again is about the power of the Word of God; it's 

got life in it, it produces growth; that’s what the Word of God does! 

d.  The Mustard Seed 4v30-34 

Incident d. is the Mustard Seed, about very small beginnings, v31f ‘It is like a 

mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground. Yet when 

planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big 

branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade.’ This parable is not 

about faith. There is no mention of how big your faith is; this is about something 

very small become something very big. The kingdom of God will become so big 

through the small seed of the Word of God being sown. It may not look very big 

and dramatic, it may seem like a very odd way to build the kingdom of God by 

sowing the seed of God's word, but it is God's way of building the kingdom. 
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Four parables about the power of the Word of God. 

And then you’ve of four miracles about the power of Jesus: Why these four? I 

think I know why there are four. Because Mark lays out his material in such a 

way that Block B always has 8 incidence divided into 2 halves. These four 

miracles have been chosen by Mark, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to 

show us Jesus's authority in four areas; over nature, over evil, over sickness and 

over death. It's as if Mark is saying to us, can you think of any other areas he 

isn't Lord over? If he is Lord over nature, evil, sickness and death, he is Lord over 

everything. And it should make us ask the question: Who is this man? Which is 

the question the disciples ask the end of this first miracle here. 

d
1
  Stilling of the Storm (4:41 d1 – d) 

So incident d
1
 is the very famous Stilling of the Storm at chapter 4v35-41. You 

may occasionally speak to the weather, but not like this! And what Jesus says is 

‘Quiet, be still!’ Jesus uses the words in the first century you would have used if 

a little pet dog was jumping up at you. And Jesus talks like that to a storm that 

the disciples thought might kill them. He talks to a storm like that as if it's just a 

pet dog: ‘Quiet, get down, be still!’ I get goose pimples just thinking about that. 

The power of this man! He doesn't psych himself up. ‘Quiet, be still!’ And it 

happens! In fact, strangely, two things happen in v39: ‘He got up, rebuked the 

wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it 

was completely calm.’ Once the wind had died down, you would have expected 

the waves to keep coming for some time, wouldn't you? The wind stops and the 

lake is, immediately, calm!  

Then do you notice what Jesus says to the disciples? He doesn't say to the 

disciples ‘Why were you so afraid?’ He says to the disciples ‘Why are you so 

afraid?’ They are more afraid after the storm than they were during the storm. 

And they were terrified of dying during the storm! They are more afraid of Jesus 

than they are of the storm. Because they really are realising that it is just 

awesome what is happening here. V40f: ‘He said to his disciples, “Why are you 

so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” They were terrified and asked each other, 

“Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”’ 

And obviously Mark’s recorded this question at the end because he wants all of 

his readers to be asking themselves that question. Who is this guy? 
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There is a mirrored link between incident d and d
1
. In the mustard seed it is 

something very small that grows very big. There are two possibilities for the 

Stilling of the storm. Either they have no faith, but later it's going to be very 

strong. Or you could say that the really small thing in the Stilling of the storm is 

the question they ask in verse 41: ‘Who is this?’ They don't yet know the answer 

to the question, but they are at least asking questions. But give it a number of 

months and they are can say with certainly that Jesus is Lord, he is Saviour, he is 

the Son of God and he's the risen one. Their faith in him is going to grow. 

c
1
  Driving Out of Legion - 5v1-20 

Let’s move on to the driving out of Legion. v5 is a terrible description of 

suffering: ‘Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and 

cut himself with stones.’  

Notice in v7, the possessed man recognises who Jesus is.  

Notice that when the demons are driven out and sent into the pigs, verse 14f, 

‘Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, 

and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, 

they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting 

there, dressed and in his right mind; and they praised God.’ No they didn’t! it 

says ‘and they were afraid.’ Just like the disciples had been. And they are asking 

Jesus to go, sending him away like he sent the demons away! 

And notice what happens in v19 and 20 when the healed man asks to come with 

Jesus? ‘Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your family and tell them 

how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” So 

the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had 

done for him. And all the people were amazed.’  

Is that just sloppy writing by Mark? No, he wants us to make the link. I don't 

imagine that this man has already realised that Jesus is God, but Mark knows it 

and he wants us to make the connection. Who is this man who casts out Satan? 

There is a mirror link between this incident and the parable of the seed growing 

secretly. And it's this phrase ‘night and day’. Do you remember chapter 4v27? 

‘Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, 

though he does not know how.’ Now look at chapter 5v5: ‘Night and day among 

the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.’ The 

phrase ‘night and day’ only comes this twice in Mark's gospel. There is a 

coincidence for you! But isn't just a verbal game. Mark is linking the work Jesus 

is doing of overturning Satan’s kingdom in a man’s life by simply using his word, 

the gospel of the Kingdom of God. ‘Night and day’, in other words the whole 

time, evil is trying to destroy human life there in chapter 5v5. 
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It's true today here in Woking, that Satan is trying to destroy lives night and day 

all around us. Then chapter 4v27, night and day as the word of God is sown in 

people’s hearts, the kingdom is growing. The whole time, evil is trying to destroy 

lives yet the whole time, the kingdom of God is growing as the word of God is 

sown. 

Do you see why reading and teaching and studying the Word of God must be 

central to everything the local church does? 

In pairs, take a couple of minutes to discuss what all of our activities would look 

like if we really did believe that it is only as people confront the Word of God 

that they become Christians or grow in their faith. [Feedback?] 

b
1
  Healing of a Sick Woman (v25-34) 

Then Jairus comes to ask for Jesus’ help for his daughter, and on the way this 

woman approaches him and touches him in the crowd. The sandwich contrasts 

her with Jairus: Jairus is successful and religious; this woman is an outcast 

because she's got this bleeding and is therefore lonely, because she was 

considered spiritually ‘unclean’, sick, poor because she spent all the money on 

doctors and feeling hopeless. And yet she has faith enough to come and touch 

Jesus's cloak.  

You know the story. She touches this cloak and immediately feels that she is 

healed. Jesus asked who touched him and the disciples think he’s stupid! But he 

says that he can feel the power going out of him! This section is all about the 

power of the word of God and the power of Jesus. And he keeps asking the 

question until this woman owns up. She has secretly touched his cloak and 

probably hopes she can just secretly go away. 

Now have a look at the mirror link back to b. The Parable of the Lamp. Look back 

at chapter 4v22: ‘whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is 

concealed is meant to be brought out into the open.’ Isn’t that exactly what 

Jesus does in the life of this woman? She has done something in secret and 

Jesus uncovers it. Which he wants to do in all our lives. 

There are times I do things that I want to hide from God, but he will very 

patiently work in my life to bring it into the open talk to him about it. Isn’t that 

your experience? And there are times when my small faith in Jesus is something 

I’d rather keep to myself and him, and not have others know about. And he 

wants it out in the open! 
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Look at the power of Jesus in that miracle. Jesus heals even when he doesn't 

mean to! He wasn’t walking along thinking that this woman will come out of the 

crowd and touch me, and I'll pretend I don't know who it is! He really doesn't 

know who it was! Jesus doesn’t lie! She touches his clothes and she is healed. 

Just by touching his clothes! Just imagine how much power the risen Jesus has if 

even his clothes have such power to heal – it’s awesome! In Ephesians 3v20-21 

Paul is equally blown away and writes to the Ephesians: ‘Now to him who is able 

to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 

that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever!’ 

a
1
  Raising of Jairus’ Daughter - v35-43 

And have a look now at the raising of Jairus’ Daughter. Faith is needed, because 

she’s dead! And what happens when they arrive? V38-41: ‘When they came to 

the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying 

and wailing loudly. He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion and 

wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at him. After he put 

them all out, he took the child's father and mother and the disciples who were 

with him, and went in where the child was. He took her by the hand and said to 

her, “Talitha koum!” (which means, ‘Little girl, I say to you, get up!’).’ That's 

what a mother would say to her little daughter when it’s time to get up for 

school. Jesus is talking to a dead girl like she’s just sleep! It's no problem Jesus! 

Have you already got the mirror link between this and the parable of the sewer? 

The Sower is telling us that wherever the word of God is spoken, there are 

different reactions. When Jesus comes to Jairus’ house the word of God is there 

in verse 39: Jesus ‘went in and said to them, [so here’s the Word of God because 

Jesus is fully God] “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead 

but asleep.”’ And again there are different reactions – most of them laugh, so 

Jesus puts them out. The others don't laugh, so he takes them in. There are two 

reactions and therefore two groups; an inside group and outside group. And do 

you remember what Jesus said in chapter 4v11: ‘The secret of the kingdom of 

God has been given to you. But to those on the outside everything is said in 

parables…’ 

So there was an inside group and an outside group. I don't think that's chance! 

There's an inside group and an outside group with the parable of the sower. 

There is an inside group and an outside group with what Jesus tells them about 

Jairus’ daughter. And it’s all linked to our response to the word of God. 
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Block C (6:1-6) 

Let's have a look at Block C which is very short. Jesus is preaching in Nazareth 

and the people are amazed and they say all those things recorded for us in v3. 

And then Jesus says this very well-known proverb in v4-6: ‘Jesus said to them, 

“Only in his home town, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet 

without honour.” He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a 

few sick people and heal them. And he was amazed at their lack of faith.’  

Again it’s opposition from those who knew him very very well. Not this time, at 

least as far as we are told, from his family, though presumably they were there. 

But from neighbours who had known him in the town he’d lived in from age 2. 

3. Conclusion	from	Section	2	&	Application	

Let’s conclude Section 2 and think how it applies to our daily lives. 

In every incident there’s something about the power of Jesus. And Mark’s telling 

us that for two reasons.  

He wants us to ask the question ‘Who is this man?’  

And he wants to invite us to trust him, whatever we're going through in our 

lives. If Jesus is Lord over nature, evil, sickness and death, then he is strong 

enough to cope with everything I'm going through and whatever I may have to 

go through. Do you dare to believe that? It may be easy to believe that today, 

but there's probably going to be a time when you face some catastrophe. That's 

why we need to know and be sure that Jesus is strong enough and that we can 

trust him. And that’s why we need to do what the Psalmist said, and hide God’s 

word in our hearts. That means learn it so it’s there in our minds when we really 

need to hear God speak to us. 

And there are lessons about evangelism, because that is the context here.  

We should always expect two things when we're involved in evangelism: 

rejection and fruit. There will always be some people who will say no and reject, 

who have hard hearts or superficial hearts or over-full hearts. But there will also 

always be people whose hearts God has opened. A missionary in Borneo for 

many years says that the parable of the sewers teaches us that 75% of Christian 

work is disappointment. Clearly you can't get exact percentages from the 

parable. But he’s right about the basic message. If you get involved in 

evangelism and think there will never be disappointments, you're an idiot!  

But we should also go into evangelism expecting and asking for God to make 

hearts open so that people will receive the good news about Jesus. 
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Look at what Jesus is doing here. He's using his word. The parables are about 

the word of God which has power to change situations and change lives. You 

know that's true because you're a Christian and you know it was the word of 

God that God used in your life. So we need to be praying that God will change 

lives and we need to help people into contact with the Bible. If we bring people 

to the Bible, the Bible will bring people to Jesus. But we do need to have 

confidence in the word of God to do that. To change people's lives. 

Remember where the power is – not in us or how good we are at explaining. 

The power in evangelism is not in our new communication methods or groups. 

The power is in the word of God. That’s all we did in Christianity Explored and 

Discipleship Explored – we read and talked about the Word of God. It’s not 

rocket science! You could do it. You could! You could simply ask a friend to meet 

up with you and simply read a chapter of Mark’s gospel each week. Quite a few 

church members are already learning to do that. They are all scared silly! And 

they are starting with other Christians, not with non-Christians. But they are 

doing it! 

One thing is missing in the explanation of the sower in chapter 4 – look at v13f: 

‘Then Jesus said to them, “Don't you understand this parable? How then will 

you understand any parable? The farmer sows the word.”’ Jesus doesn’t explain 

who the farmer is – is the farmer Jesus, sowing the word of God? Or is the 

farmer us, sowing the word of God? And the answer of course is yes! Which is 

really rather exciting. We are sowing, he's sowing, because it's his word and it's 

about him. 

� Learn the Gospel (Start with Block B) 

We now going to learn the gospel and let me tell you that this will be the easiest 

section. In pairs. If you didn't try section 1 last week, I want to encourage you to 

try this week. Once you've learnt it you can go through it in your mind, talk to 

the Lord about it, you will meet the Lord. I'm tempted to quote chapter 6v6: 

‘I’m amazed at your lack of faith’!  


