
The Mark Experiment 

St John’s & Emmanuel Lent 2012 – Week 1 of 6 

1. Introduction to Mark’s Gospel 

 “Mark, the follower of Peter, while Peter was preaching the gospel 
publicly in Rome in the presence of certain of Caesar’s knights... being 
requested by them that they might be able to commit to memory the 
things which were being spoken, wrote from the things which were 
spoken by Peter the Gospel which is called According to Mark.” 

Clement of Alexandria; Adumbrationes ad 1 Peter 5:13, (bold added) 

What the Gospel isn’t: 
 Biography of Jesus, personal details 

What the Gospel is: 
 a work of conviction (see 1v1!) 

 a work of history – heard Peter tell stories; Peter eye-witness of it all, 
Mark of some. 

 a work of art 
 with vivid details (Mark tells more details than Matthew of stories he 

includes) 

 with a brilliant structure 

 with a stunning introduction (1:1-8) 

2. Introduction to Jesus (1:1-8) (N.b. Jesus arrives in v9) 

A word on chiastic structures in Scripture! 

a. Mark’s witness to Jesus (v1) 
Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God (see 8:29 – Peter says it first halfway 
through - and 15:39 Centurion says this first) 

b. The Old Testament prophets’ witness to Jesus (2-3) 
Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3. Look who John is preparing the way for – the 
LORD (caps in Old Testament; Jahweh)! 

c. A great turning to God (4-5) 
An amazing response to John’s message and baptism 

b1.  John is like an Old Testament prophet (6) 
Mark’s description of John is meant to remind us of Elijah (2 Kings 1:8). 
Prophetic uniform in OT. John is the last OT prophet – Messiah is coming! 



a1.  John’s witness to Jesus (7-8) 
John doesn’t say he’s only worthy to be the slave of the Coming One; not 
worthy even of that! In the Old Testament only God can pour out the Holy 
Spirit. Verse 8 means that the Coming One will usher in the new covenant (Jer 
31:31-34; Ezek 36:25-27; Joel 2:28-32). Coming One brings in New Covenant 
when Holy Spirit would live in all God’s people and forgiveness of sin. Then, 
v9, here he is stepping onto the stage! [12 mins] 

3. Introduction to the Structure 

Everything in Mark’s Gospel is here by selection (cf. John 21:25). Mark has 
divided his material into 6 sections. Let’s look at Section One as an example: 

4. Section One - The Message (1:9 - 3:12) 

Block A (1:9-20) 

 Baptism and temptation of Jesus (9-13) 

 Jesus proclaims the Good News (14-15) 

 Jesus calls the first disciples (16-20) 

Block B (1:21-2:28) 

a. Jesus drives out an evil spirit on Sabbath (1:21-28) 
No human opposition! 

b. Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law and others (1:29-34) 
No human opposition! 

c. Jesus says his priority is teaching (1:35-39) 
   No human opposition! 

d. Jesus heals a leper (1:40-45) 
No human opposition! 

d1   Jesus heals a paralytic (2:1-12) 
     Human opposition! 
c1    Jesus calls Levi and eats with sinners (2:13-17) 

    Human opposition! 
b1   Jesus predicts a radical break with Judaism (2:18-22) 

    Human opposition! 
a1   Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath (2:23-28) 

    Human opposition! 
Block C (3:1-12) 

 Jesus provokes opposition by healing on the Sabbath (1-6) 



 Jesus’ growing popularity (7-12) 

Five things to notice about the structure: 

1. Block B consists of 8 incidents with their own inner logic. 

a b c d consist of 4 incidents with No human opposition. 

d1 c1 b1 a1 consist of 4 incidents with human opposition. 

2. Block B has mirror-links/chiasm (e.g. a and a’) 

3. Block A & Block C have something in common - See 3:11 and 1:11 

4. The whole section has a main theme – ‘The message’ (1:15, 21, 38; 
2:2, 10, 13, 20, 28) 

5. The whole section is easily memorable – Most people can learn order 
of section in 10 minutes. c.f. Psalm 119:11: “I have hidden your word 
in my heart that I might not sin against you.” Need Word of God 
inside us to experience its power. 

Same 5 things can be said about any of the sections in Mark. 

5. Exposition 

Block A (1:9-20) Four incidents with no human opposition: 
Baptism - what the voice says v11 (Is 42:1; Psalm 2:7; Gen 22:2). ‘You 
are my son, my (suffering) servant, I am your Father, I’m going to 
sacrifice, and I love you.’ 

Temptation –how many days – c.f. Israel in desert 40 years. Is Jesus 
start of new people of God? 

Proclamation - the kingdom of God (1:15; 1:21; 1:38; 2:1-2, 10, 13, 
28). Must repent & believe. 

Calling - the first four to enter the kingdom. And Jesus is going to 
change them... fishers of men. 

Block B (1:21-2:28)  
Four incidents with real human opposition: 

a. 1:23-27: Teaching in synagogue; interrupted by evil spirit; knows who 
Jesus is; Jesus commands spirit to leave; has authority & in control. 
Response v27 

b. 1:31, 34a: Peter’s house, heals mother-in-law, heals all comers 
effortlessly, not difficult. Who is this man? 

c. 1:38 Jesus praying alone early, disciples find him & say come back, 
Jesus replies v38 – key verse on why he has come! Cross is priority, 



but until then it is teaching. 

d.  1:41-42 Leper comes, Jesus filled with compassion, is willing, cures him. 
Note Jesus touches man! Awesome love of Jesus. Jesus has power & 
love. 

Everyone enthusiastic about Jesus! 

Four incidents with human opposition: 
d1  2:6-7 Paralysed man let in through roof. Expect him to heal him but 

doesn’t. Jesus’ words major shock. Only God can forgive sin, conclude 
Jesus is blaspheming. Right & wrong! Not made link with who Jesus is. 
We know why Jesus has authority to forgive sins; because of who he 
is and because he will die on cross. Then proves he has authority by 
healing man. 

c1  2:16-17 (cf. Incident c, 1:38) All enjoying being with Jesus at party. 
Leaders incensed. Not healthy but sick are called. Leaders getting 
more & more angry with him. Link v17 (come to call sinners) c.f. 1v38 
(came to teach). Only two times he says why he came – to call sinners 
by teaching. 

b1  2:18: Three pictures of bridegroom v19-20 (cf. Is 53:8), clothes v21 & 
wine v22. Saying leaders are old wineskins and Jesus is new wine, will 
burst old wine skins. You guys are out of date. 

a1  2:23-24 2:27-28 Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath. Jesus makes those 
decisions! 

Block C (3:1-12) 
 Jesus provokes opposition v6. See v4 – doesn’t say to do good or evil, 

but ‘kill or save life’. Challenging their consciences, but they start 
planning to kill him. 

 Jesus’ growing popularity v9 v11 (cf. 1:11) 

6. Application 

Asks for volunteer to learn the section. Start with block B and read it out loud 
(3 times) then without looking. Then do same with section A and section C. 

Only in short-term memory but if you go through it again & again from 
outline, you can have it in your long-term memory within 24 hours. Wouldn’t 
it be cool to have Word of God in your heart, do Bible study in shower or bed! 
To worship Jesus anywhere or anytime. To know him better. Do you believe 
Psalm 119v11? Do you want to know Jesus and worship him better? 


