
Week 3 of 6: The Training (6:7 - 8:30) 

1. Introduction 

So far the disciples have been watching and wondering. 

Now Jesus is training them - to do two things:  

 to see that he can work through them 

 to see who Jesus is (8:29) 

There are two sandwiches in Section Three: 

  In Block A (6:7-33) 

 In Block C (8:14-30) 

What Block A and Block C have in common: 6:14/8:15 

2. Exposition 

Block A (6:7-33) 
 Jesus sends out the Twelve (7-13) 

 The death of John the Baptist (14-29) Why so much detail? 

 The Twelve return to Jesus (30-33) The meaning of the sandwich 

Block B (6:34-8:10) 
a.  Feeding of the 5,000 6:34-44  Incident involving Jews 

Why is the feeding of a large crowd so important? (Isaiah 25:6-8) 
and the disciples are involved. 

b.  Jesus walks on the water 6:45-52 Incident involving Jews 
Why is this miracle unusual? v50. 

‘about to pass them by’ v48c (cf. Ex 33:19,22; 34:6) 

But they still don’t see! v51-52. 

c.  Jesus heals in Gennesaret 6:53-56 Incident involving Jews 
v54 is ironic 

d.  God’s Word and human tradition 7:1-13 Attack on Judaism 
You are rejecting the Word of God  

 

 

 

 

 

d1 What makes people unclean? 7:14-23 Attack on Judaism 

You have misunderstood where sin is 

c1 Jesus and Syro-Phoenician woman 7:24-30 Incident involving Gentiles 
c’ Jesus calls Gentiles “dogs” in v27; but he goes to Tyre. 

Jesus is teaching his disciples salvation history (Isaiah 49:6) the 
link between c’ and c. 

b1 Jesus heals a deaf and dumb man 7:31-37  Incident involving Gentiles 
v31 Jesus deliberately goes to Gentiles again v37 amazement (b’ - 
b, 6:51) what they say about Jesus (Isaiah 35:5-6).  

a1 Feeding of the 4,000 8:1-10  Incident involving Gentiles 
disciples involved; the link between a1 and a (Isaiah 25:6-8) 

Block C (8:11-30) 
 The Pharisees demand a sign (11-13)  

Jesus is willing to give evidence but not proof. 

 The confusion of the disciples (14-21) 

v15 the yeast of the Pharisees: the yeast of Herod. 

 The healing in two stages of a blind man (22-26) 

Why is this here? It’s history. It’s the inside of a Mark sandwich. 

 Peter’s confession of Jesus (27-30) 

3. Application 

 Learn the Gospel (Start with Block B) 

 Meet the Lord Lessons about training 

 Learning to see that Jesus can work through us 

 Seeing Jesus more clearly 


