
 1 

The resurrection happened.  It is a historical event.  It is the one event in all of history that proves 

that Christianity is true.  We have an evidence based faith.  There has been no more important 

event in history than the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, from the dead.  We 

celebrated this fact last week on Easter Sunday.  If the historical Jesus is something other than the 

Jesus who died for sins, was buried, AND raised to life again, then He was a failure and a fraud 

and we’re mistaken in our devotion to Him. 

 

But, why is the resurrections such amazing news?  What are the implications of the resurrection 

for us? 

 

We’re going to spend the next 3 weeks thinking through the wonderful, extraordinary, amazing 

benefits that are ours because of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead.  This 

week we’re going to think about the resurrection past.  What we already have because of the 

resurrection – the past tense reality for all who are Christians.  The resurrection proves that I am a 

forgiven sinner, that my debt has been completely paid.  This is a past tense, historical reality that 

can never change.  And I know this because of the resurrection of the Son of God from the dead. 

 

Next week we’re going to think about the resurrection present.  We’ll think about the present tense 

reality of what the resurrection means for us today.  Through the power of the resurrection the 

Lord Jesus Christ is, right now, in all of us who are Christians.  He is right now transforming us to 

make us more like Himself.  He is working in us to make us godlier, to help us defeat sins.  This is 

the present tense experience of all Christians because of the resurrection.  

 

And then in the final week of this series we’ll think about the resurrection future.  Because of the 

resurrection we know we have a glorious future to look forward to.  A future living without the 

possibility of sin, death, pain, crying, mourning.  It’s a glorious future living with our Lord and 

Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ.  And this future is guaranteed because of the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead. 

 

As we saw last week in 1 Corinthians 15, without the resurrection our faith is futile, we are still in 

our sins.  Without the resurrection we are to be laughed at, pitied, we are hopeless and helpless.  

But, the resurrection is true; it is a solid, verifiable, historical fact.  Because of the resurrection we 

already have overwhelming blessings.  Because of the resurrection God is at work in us, right 

now, making us more like Jesus.  And, because of the resurrection, we have a glorious future to 

look forward to.  All this guaranteed by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. This is the 
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past, present and future reality of the resurrection for all who trust in Jesus as their Lord and 

Saviour.   

 

But, if you don’t believe that, all this can be true for you too.  All you need to do is recognise that 

Jesus Christ died for your sins and rose to life to prove that his death was effective for you.  The 

glorious implications of the resurrection will then also be yours, past, present and future. 

 

This week we’re thinking about the past tense reality of the resurrection, but first let’s look at a 

video. 

 

Right from the start the Bible makes it very clear that we are all objects of wrath.  Right from 

Genesis chapter 3 it’s clear that we are all sinners.  We are all guilty of rejecting God’s right to rule 

us.  God is a just God and will punish all wrongdoing, all sin.  We’re sinners therefore we all 

deserved to be punished.  And that punishment is death.  That’s true for all of us; there is nothing 

we can do to change that fact.  We are all sinners deserving judgement. 

 

But, God loved us so much that he sent his Son to die in our place.  God sent Jesus to take the 

punishment we deserve.  God sent Jesus to die in our place on the cross.  Jesus lived the perfect 

life, he never sinned, he always did what God wanted him to do and he never did what he didn’t 

want him to do.  Jesus was perfect, sinless, he didn’t deserve to die.  But he chose to die in our 

place.  He swapped places with us.  Jesus took our death. 

 

Jesus paid the debt for our sins by his once for all time sacrifice on the cross.  You can only pay a 

debt once, so our debt is completely paid.  But, if Jesus didn’t rise from the dead we wouldn’t know 

that the payment had been accepted.  If Jesus didn’t rise we couldn’t believe him when he said his 

death would pay our debt. 

 

“Why is the resurrection, and not simply the cross alone, necessary for the forgiveness of sin?  

Because without the resurrection nothing has been conquered – not sin, not death, not the devil.  

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead testifies not only that Jesus is the Son of God but that the 

offering of life was an acceptable sacrifice to God.  If Jesus had not been raised, it would be an 

indication to us that the work of salvation had not yet been accomplished.  Conversely, His being 

raised indicates the satisfaction of divine justice.  The punishment is over.  The merit of Christ has 

proven worthy.  The debt has been paid.  Death has been vanquished.  Sin has been atoned for.”   

(Heidleberg p.92) 
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We are sinners saved through Jesus death on the cross which is proved by the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead.   

 

Imagine you are one of 6 children.  One day 5 of you sneak out and head off to the local shops.  

The 5 of you steal some fireworks and then head home and start blowing stuff up in your garden.  

Being naughty, but also not very bright, you do this whilst your mum and dad are inside the house.  

Obviously they hear this massive noise and come hurtling out of the house.  The 5 of you are in 

big, big trouble.  Just as you are about to get the biggest telling off of your life, your big brother, the 

one who didn’t join you, but had stayed at home doing his homework as he’d been asked to do.  

He comes out and says to your parents that even though he had no part in your crime he would be 

punished in your place.  He hands over, from his own pocket money, the amount the fireworks 

cost and then is sent to his room to take your punishment.  Your parents make it clear that he is 

innocent and you are guilty, but he will pay for your wrongdoing by going to his room. 

 

Now, whilst your brother is in the room you don’t feel you’ve been forgiven.  The punishment is still 

being paid.  But when the door opens and your big brother comes out you rejoice because you 

know your penalty has been paid and mum and dad have nothing against you.  The empty room 

indicates the satisfaction of parental justice.   

 

On a much more important and much bigger scale the empty tomb indicates the satisfaction of 

divine justice.  We can rejoice, we are free, our penalty has been paid.  Our amazing big brother 

Jesus Christ has taken the punishment we deserved.  The resurrection is the most significant 

event in all of history.  It makes all the difference in the world to all of us who believe in Jesus 

Christ as our Lord and Saviour. 

 

The passage from Ephesians 2 we read earlier tells us this.  We were dead in our sins, but, verse 

5 and 6, we’ve been made alive in Christ.  We’ve been raised with Christ, and we’re right now 

seated in the heavenly realms.  Wonderful words to describe our union with Christ.  We died with 

him, we have been raised with him, we have ascended with him to the heavenly realms. 

 

Peter describes it like this: 

 

NIV 1 Peter 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 

given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
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New birth into a living hope, this is called regeneration.  Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead we’ve been given new life, eternal life.  This is an act of God in us.  We were dead, 

we had no hope, but God acted in us and made us alive.   

 

God has acted in us, but he has also made a judgement over us.  God, the great judge of all, has 

looked at us and made a legal declaration over us.  He has declared us to be righteous.  Because 

we are united with Christ God has declared us to be acceptable to him, to be holy in his sight.  We 

are sinners, but we have been declared legally spotless, blemish free, absolutely pure and holy.  

This is called justification. 

 

Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection we are justified.   

 

NIV 2 Corinthians 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

 

Jesus didn’t just take our sin, he also gave us his righteousness.   

 

Imagine it like this, Jesus is wearing beautifully clean, spotlessly white clothes and we’re wearing 

dirty, torn, filthy rags.  Jesus doesn’t just take our horrible clothes and put them on himself.  He 

takes his beautiful clothes and gives them to us to wear.  He takes our sin and gives us his 

righteousness. 

 

Because of that when God looks at us he sees Jesus’ perfection.  In God’s eyes we have been 

declared completely and utterly perfect.  We are totally acceptable to him.  Because we are 

justified we now belong in heaven.  This is wonderfully summarised in Romans 4:25. 

 

NIV Romans 4:25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our 

justification. 

 

The result of being justified, the result of being united with Christ in his death and resurrection is 

this: 

 

NIV Romans 8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 

 

Because of the resurrection we have nothing to fear, there is no condemnation for those who are 

in Christ Jesus. 
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That little phrase ‘in Christ Jesus’ appears over 100 times in the New Testament.  It’s a phrase 

that describes what is already ours because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  It 

describes the reality of who we truly are because Jesus won that great victory over sin and death 

at the resurrection. 

 

But the phrase ‘in Christ’ is a hard one to get your head round.  What does it really mean to be ‘in 

Christ’?  If someone tells me I follow Christ, I get that.  Or I’m under Christ; I understand that.  

Saved by Christ – yes get that, inspired by - yes I get that too.  Those are all concepts I 

understand, Christ as leader, Lord, Saviour.  But the Bible’s favourite phrase ‘in Christ’ can be a bit 

abstract. 

 

I find it helpful to think of it like this.  Imagine you’re at Heathrow airport, about to board a plane.  

The last plane I boarded was to Nairobi. What relationship did I need to have with the plane at that 

point? 

 

Would it help if I was under the plane, to submit myself to the plane’s clear authority in the whole 

flying-to-Nairobi thing?   

Or what about following the plane?  You know the plane is going to Nairobi, so it stand to reason 

that if you take note of the direction it goes and pursue it then you too will end up there.  

Or would it help to be inspired by the plane?  To watch it fly off and whisper “One day, I hope to do 

that too!” 

Or even you could hold on to the plane…  

 

Of course, the key relationship you need with the plane is not to be under it, behind it, inspired by 

it, or holding on to it.  You need to be in it.  Why? 

 

Because by being in the plane, what happens to the plane will also happen to you.  The question 

“Did you get to Nairobi?”  Is part of the large question, “Did the plane get to Nairobi?”  Because of 

course we can’t fly, we’re powerless to fly.  However hard you try you’ll never be able to fly… But 

the plane can. 

 

And the Biblical idea of being ‘in Christ’ is something like that.  Whatever is true of Jesus is now 

true of us.  Jesus defeated death and sin, Jesus is has been raised to life and ascended to the 

heavenly realms.  If you’re a Christian you’re ‘in Christ’.  What has happened to Jesus has 

happened to you. 
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Because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ we have been given new life.  We have been given 

eternal life.  We have been seated with Christ in the heavenly realms.  We have been declared 

justified, that is we are righteous in God’s eyes.  Why?  Because we are in Christ.   How do we 

know this?  Because the resurrection proves that Jesus was victorious.  The power that raised 

Jesus from the dead is the same power that guarantees our status before God. 

 

That means we are free.  We are secure.  We have nothing to worry about.  We are forgiven 

sinners.  We know this because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

 

If you’re not a Christian, this freedom, this security, this confidence about our status before God 

can be yours too.  All you need to do is put your trust in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour.  

Jesus Christ proved he is both Lord and Saviour by rising from the dead. 

 

“The resurrection means the death of Jesus was enough – enough to atone for sin, enough to 

reconcile us to God, enough to present us holy in God’s presence.  Christ won; sin, death, and the 

devil lost – that’s the good news of the empty tomb.  The resurrection means Christ proved 

Himself righteous to the Father, so that through faith we now can share in His righteousness.” 

(Heidleberg p.93) 

 

Let’s pray! 

 


